THE WILLOWS Early Years Newsletter

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
Date 10th October 2025

Reception News

This week we have had a focus of the book “Leaf Man”. This book closely linked to our over arching topic of Autumn. The
children have been thinking about what the first signs of autumn are. We explored different natural resources such as leaves,
sticks, conkers and acorns. The children used leaves to make their own leaf person creations. The children enjoyed thinking
about what shapes to use for their arms legs and bodies.

This week in PE we were looking at moving around the hall safety and in the same direction as one another. We also looked at
how we can have control over balls, including rolling the ball.

In phonics we have been looking at i and n. We looked at how we can blend words together using our robot arms.

In maths we have been looking at full and empty. We used water and cubes to experiment with how we can fill containers till
there are full and what an empty container looks like. Towards the end of the week we looked at repeated pattern and how

we can recognise which pattern piece comes next.

Challenges!

Reading: Please read at home each night with your child, this can then be recorded in your child’s reading record. Your child’s
reading book will be changed weekly. You can record any story that you read or share together at home.

Bedtime story: Every Friday a recorded bedtime story will be published on tapestry, read by one of our team for you and your
child to enjoy together. This can be recorded as a ‘read’ in your child's reading record.

Phonics: Next week, we will be beginning our Phonics learning journey using bug club. Each week we will send home a
phonics video for your child to watch and join in with at home recorded by one of the EYFS team.

Tapestry: Don’t forget to add your adventures to Tapestry—the children love sharing their photos on the big board and this
really helps to support their speaking and listening skills.

Weekly Routines

PE will be inside on Monday afternoons, please send your child to school in their PE kit every Monday.

Reading books—Reading books will be changed weekly. Reading books and diaries should be bought into school everyday.
Other books can be recorded in you child's reading record.

Library books—Our library sessions takes place each Friday. Please make sure your child returns their book each week in
order to choose a new one .

Water bottles—Please make sure your child has a named water bottle with them in school every day as it is thirsty work in

Reception!

Certificate Winners

Our certificates this week are awarded to:

RR—- Ruben, Naya, Violet
RC- Delilah-Dawn, Cienna, Maisie

RP— Natalie B, Louie W, Presley




Nursery News

This week at Nursery we have continued our Marvellous Me topic by reading the story ‘This is me’ The children have been

very good at recognising what makes us different from each other and what makes us the same. We discussed how boring

it would be if we all looked the same, had the same name and liked the same things. The children were very good at
understanding that these are the things that make us who we are.

In maths we have been exploring 2D shapes. The children have been fantastic at recognising the properties of shapes,
such as how many corners and sides each shape has. The children were very good at spotting shapes in the environment,
noticing that the clock was a circle and the board was a rectangle. Please encourage your children to continue to look for

shapes at home or when you are out and about and upload any photos to Tapestry.

Reminders

As the weather is beginning to change, please can children bring a suitable coat or jacket to Nursery with them everyday.
Please can you label children's coats, jumpers, cardigans and water bottles. It is very difficult to return these to the correct
children if they are not labelled.

Please add any photos/weekend news to Tapestry, the children love sharing their news with their friends. If you are having
any trouble accessing either class charts or Tapestry please let a member of staff know at drop off/pick up.

Wishing you all a great weekend.

The Nursery team.

Dates for the diary

24th October— Last Day of Term
November 12th and 13th—Autumn Open Evening
November 14th—Children in Need Day

&

Managing Big Emotions
Online Course

Develop an understanding of emotional expression and how to
manage big emotions in young people.

Dates: 30/10/25 19:00-21:00, 25/11/25 13:00 - 15:00
more dates available online

NHS Speech drop in

Scan the QR code, or
Visit our website
aclessex.com and type
“BIG EMOTIONS” in the
‘Find a course...’ box

If your child is under 5 years old and you have any concerns
about your child's speech, language, communication or
interaction skills please contact NELFT at Great Oaks for an
appointment to support your child on the contact details

aclessex.com @

below.
Children's centres

Email: drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk

Telephone: 0300 300 1544

Reporting absences

Please make sure to report your child’s absences each day that
they are off using PA Connect.

This should be reported by 9.20am each day.

We have a few children's centres local to us who are able to
offer a great deal of support to families. They run lots of
sessions and groups for different aged children as well as
parents. Please check out time website below—there is a

timetable of events available on this page.

https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/hubs/northlands-park-
family-hub/
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