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Nursery  Curriculum Map 2025-2026 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 Reception 
Key Objectives Main Themes 

(Child interests 
to be added) 

Marvellous 
Me 

Let’s 
Celebrate 

Hello Winter! Spring and New 
Life 

The Farm Sun, Sea and 
Sand 
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Rationale for 
topic 

Marvellous me 
provides us with 
the opportunity to 
get to know the 
children whilst 
supporting them to 
settle into Nursery 
and the new 
routine. 
Encouraging the 
children to make 
new friends and 
explore different 
areas of the 
Nursery. 
This topic will allow 
the children to 
speak openly and 
follow their 
interests in their 
first half term.  It is 
a great way to 
engage with our 
more reluctant 
children who are 
socially less 
confident and 
anxious in their 
new surroundings.  
By talking about 
themselves as they 
start Nursery and 
by introducing 
rhymes to enhance 
their Phase 1 
phonics. 
 
 
 

Let’s celebrate 

provides us with 

the opportunity to 

explore the many 

celebrations and 

festivals that take 

place during the 

Autumn months. 

Children will begin 

to gain an 

understanding of 

different cultures 

and celebrations, 

gaining new 

vocabulary as they 

do so. 

As well as focusing 

on festivals the 

children will 

explore the change 

in the season. 

Through embracing 

Autumn, the 

children will be 

encouraged to use 

their sensory skills, 

investigating the 

changes happening 

around them e.g. 

colours, crunchy 

leaves, 

conkers/pine 

cones, darker 

nights, smells, 

sounds. 

 

 

Hello Winter! 
Provides the chance to 
explore the changing 
environment around us. 
Looking at how it has got 
colder and darker. The 
children will be 
encouraged to use their 
sensory skills to investigate 
the changes happening 
around them, exploring 
what the garden looks and 
feels like in winter, what 
clothes we need to ware. 
What activities can we do 
in the winter. 
The children will gain new 
vocabulary and its correct 
use through repetition. 
The children will be able to 
explore the differences 
they have noticed in the 
seasons and look at the 
animals whose habitats 
are in cold environments 
and those that hibernate, 
looking at the homes they 
create for comfort and 
protection. 
 
 

Spring and new life, 
will focus on growing 
and planting. 
Exploring what 
plants need to grow, 
looking at different 
seeds. Noticing 
differences and 
similarities between 
the plants. Exploring 
plants that can be 
eaten, looking at 
how big the plants 
grow. 
The children will 
have opportunities 
to explore and 
investigate the 
changing seasons 
further and 
recognise the 
differences occurring 
in the environment 
around them. 
 
Exploring stories that 
reflect the topic, 
allowing children to 
gain new vocabulary 
and learn its correct 
use through 
repetition. 

The farm is a topic 
that provides the 
children with the 
opportunity to 
explore the animals 
that live on the farm. 
Children will 
experience chicks and 
butterflies hatching, 
holding the chicks 
and looking at how 
they change from and 
egg to a chick, the 
opportunity to handle 
the chicks and 
experience the life 
cycles first hand. 
Gemma’s farm will 
visit offering the 
opportunity for the 
children to observe, 
feed and handle a 
larger range of 
animals, allowing 
opportunities for new 
vocabulary and to 
experiences. 
 

Sun, Sea and sand is 
the final Nursery 
topic.  
This topic will allow 
the children to use 
their senses to 
explore the beach 
and the sea, talking 
about holidays, 
visits to the seaside 
and to explore the 
creatures you may 
find in the sea. This 
will broaden the 
children’s 
knowledge of the 
creatures that live in 
the sae and 
encourage new 
vocabulary. It will 
provide 
opportunities to 
discuss travelling for 
holidays too.  
As we start to 
prepare the children 
for transition into 
reception we will 
discuss moving on 
and look at how the 
children have grown 
over the year. We 
will visit the 
reception 
playground and 
class rooms to help 
create a smooth 
transition time. 

Reception’s first topic is ‘All About Me’ 
 
All about me is a topic that enables 

children the freedom to get to know their 

classes. The topic is very open to 

exploring the children’s own personal 

interests, whist developing their rapport 

with the staff.  Through this topic, staff 

will get to know the children’s likes and 

dislikes, learn more about their families 

and give them the opportunity to really 

settle into Reception.  

Allowing access to large gross motor 
skills, as well as independent writing 
opportunities.  
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Focus texts & 
Favourite 
Stories 

• A little bit brave 

• Maisy collection 

• Room on the 
Broom 

• Topsy & Tim 
Start School 

• This is me 

• What I like 
about me! 

• The WorrySaurus 

• What makes me a 
me? 

•  Kipper’s 
birthday  

• Happy birthday 
to you Blue 
Kangaroo 

• Firework night 

• Remembrance 
day 

• Diwali 
• The Jolly 

Christmas 
Postman  

• The stick man 
 

• Lost & Found 

• Elmer in the snow 

• Polar Bear, Polar Bear, 
what do you see? 

• One Snowy Night 

• Snow Bears 
 

• Jaspers Beanstalk 

• Sunflower story 

• Chick and 
Butterfly 

• The Great 
Rainbow Chase 

• Superworm 
 

• On the Farm 

• Farmer Duck 

• Old McDonald 
had a Farm 

• A Squash & A 
Squeeze 

• What the 
ladybird heard. 

• Usborne First 
Experiences – 
Going to School 

• Come to School 
Too, Blue 
Kangaroo 

• Bright Stanley 

• Fidgety Fish 

• Shark in the Park 
• What the 

ladybird herd at 
the seaside 

 

• Pete the Cat- Rocking in my School 
Shoes 

• This is me! 

• It’s okay to be different 

• The colour monster 
 

Visits/ 
Enrichment 
and Wow 
Moments 
 
 
 

Settling in to 
school, getting to 
know the children 
 
Settling in visit for 
parents to view 
classroom  
 
Baseline all 

children to gauge 

previous learning 

and abilities 

Parent stay and 

play sessions to 

settle the children. 

Parents to be fully 

involved in children 

settling into 

nursery  

Christmas carol 
service for 
parents/workshop 
 
Church visit for 
Wedding 
Ceremony/Baptism  
 
Forest 
Trail/Visitors’ 
Centre 
 
Christmas craft 
day/ Carol service 
 
St Andrews day 

Winter Craft session for 
the parents. Parents to 
attend session to create 
crafts with children  
 
 
Nature walk around school 
premises 
 

Chicks to be in class 
for 2 weeks  
 
Butterflies- the life 
cycle of the butterfly  
 
Jungle Jo to visit 
school for a 
educational animal 
workshop 
 
Spring craft session, 
parents to attend 
 
St Patrick’s day 
 
Easter 

Farm visit- the farm 
to visit the school 
with a variety of 
animals  
 
 
Half term progress 
sessions 
 
 

Transitioning to 
Reception- getting 
to know our new 
teachers 
 
Graduation 
ceremony and end 
of year party  
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Ideas and 
Lines of 
Enquiry 

I wonder how it 
feels…. 
 
To be starting 
Nursery? 
 
To make new 
friends? 
 
To be 
sharing/playing 
with others? 
 
To say goodbye to 
my family at the 
gate? 
 
Phonics Phase 1 

I wonder how it 
feels… 
 
To see the season 
change? 
 
To wear warmer 
clothes? 
 
Celebrating special 
events that affect 
me, my family and 
other cultures? 
 
To use my senses 

to explore the 

environment 

 

 

 

 

I wonder how it feels…. 
 
To see the season change? 
 
To wear different clothes for 
each season? 
 
To be an animal hibernating 
for the winter? 
 
 
 
Phonics Phase 2 

I wonder how it 
feels…. 
 
To see the season 
change? 
 
To be a plant 
growing in a flower 
pot?  How do plants 
and animals grow? 
 
 

I wonder how it 
feels…. 
 
To see the season 
change? 
 
To work on a farm? 
 
To be an animal on a 
farm e.g. pigs in mud, 
sheep wool 
(textures/senses) 
 
To use machinery 

on a farm? 

I wonder how it 
feels…. 
 
To start Reception? 
 
To be older? 
 
To be at school all 
day? 
 
To have lunch at 
school? 
 
 

Personal Social and Emotional Development (PSHE) 

 Autumn1 
 

Autumn2 
 

Spring1 
 

Spring2 
 

Summer1 
 
 

Summer2 
 

Reception 
Key Objectives 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development 
are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive 9 relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children 
should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as 
necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other 
children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 
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Managing Self, 

self-
Regulation 

and Building 
Relationships.  

 

Settling in to the 
new school routine, 

working on 
transition into 

school. 

• Beginning to 
manage their 
own emotions 

• Learning about 
school rules 
and boundaries  

• Beginning to 
talk about their 
emotions, 
continuous 
circle times to 
learn about 
new feelings 
and emotions.  

• Learning to use 
the toilet  

• Beginning to 
make new 
friends.  

• Starting to 
enjoy singing 
and dancing in 
class  

• Identifying 
their own 
favourite 
colours  

• Beginning to 
show 
independence 
to put their 
coat and shoes 
on.  

• Developing 
independence 
when toileting.  

• Developing 
their own 
sense of 
responsibility  

• Learning to use 
the toilet 
independently 

• Can wash their 
hands 
independently  

•  Showing an 
understanding 
of emotions  

• Forming 
stronger 
relationships 
with staff and 
children  

• Talking about 
things that 
they like to do 
and things that 
they dislike 
doing in front 
of others.  

• Beginning to 
learn about 
different 
cultures and 
beliefs  

• Developing an 
understanding of how 
to resolve conflict  

• Talking about how 
they feel with others  

• Learning about oral 
health  

• Developing an 
understanding of how 
and when to share 
toys  

• Beginning to use 
imagination to 
develop their play 
ideas. This enables 
children to develop 
more imaginative 
storylines  

• Can talk about 
different weathers 
and how the weather 
makes us feel  

• Talk about clothing 
that is needed in 
different seasons  

• Think about the 
noises that are all 
around us.  

• Following some rules 
and boundaries.  

• Enjoys performing 
songs and talking in 
front of others.  

 

 

• Can put a coat 
on 
independently  

• Beginning to 
talk about oral 
health 

• Can talk about 
how we grow as 
we get older 
and how we 
change  

• Learning how to 
grow plants and 
different parts 
of a plant or 
flower  

• Caring for chicks 
and butterflies. 
Showing and 
understanding 
of how to care 
for others  

• Can talk about 
families and 
who they are 
close to.  

• Can talk about 
their news and 
things they have 
done at home 
  

• Able to share 
things without 
being 
prompted  

• Talking about 
their favourite 
animals  

• Beginning to 
show 
understanding 
of rules and 
boundaries  

• Behaving 
sensibly when 
around others.  

• Confident to 
move around 
the school, and 
visit new places  
 

Transitioning into 
Reception. 

 

• Beginning to 
understand 
how others 
may feel  

• Can 
understanding 
the importance 
of washing 
their hands 
without being 
reminded.  

• Can talk about 
the importance 
of oral health.  

• Beginning to 
talk about the 
transition to 
reception  

• Meet new 
teacher with 
confidence  

• Children 
beginning to 
recognise new 
adults and 
enjoy hearing 
stories from 
them.  

• Sings and 
dances 
independently 
for others.  

• Introducing the class rules and 
signing up to our behaviour 
contracts.  

• Circle times to introduce each other 
and discuss similarities and 
differences. 

• How to be a good friend  

• Emotions and how we feel- Colour 
Monster  

• Developing the children’s 
confidence. 
How to share- The Rainbow Fish 

• Listening to stories confidently.  
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HRSE 

Nursery  
PSED 

- Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g., brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly. 

- Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing. 

PD 

Be increasingly independent, as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 

Managing self- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. Explain the reasons for 
rules know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet 
and understanding the importance of healthy food choices. 
 
Building Relationships: Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers. Show 
sensitivity to their own and other’s needs.  
 
Children begin to realise that they can be independent, and start managing personal needs. Talk about what adults children can talk to if they feel worried, 
upset or uncomfortable. Explain to children they can talk to school even if it is about their home life.  
 
To discuss in PSHE, KUW, People who help us, and safer stranger.  
 

Vocabulary  
Dress                           Conditioner 
Undress                      Hairbrush 
Clean                           Comb 
Smelly                         Family 
Flannel                        Mum 
Sponge                        Dad 
Towel                          Brother 
Shower                       Sister 
Bath                            Step Mum 
Toothpaste                Step Dad 
Toothbrush                Grandma 
Soap                            Grandad 
Shampoo 
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Age 3-4 

Development 
Matters 

Objectives. for 
Reference 

 · Select and use activities and resources with help, when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one, which is suggested to them.  
· Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 
· Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting. · Show more confidence in new social situations. 
· Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.  
· Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas. · Increasingly follow rules, 
understanding why they are important.  

· Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule. · Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.  
· Talk with others to solve conflicts. · Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’ and ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.  
· Begin to understand how others might be feeling. 
 

Communication and Language 

 Autumn1 
 

Autumn2 
 

Spring1 
 

Spring2 
 

Summer1 
 

Summer2 
 

Reception 
Key Objectives 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive 
development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or 
doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and 
role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary 
and language structure 

 
Conversations 
with adults to 
happen 
throughout 
sessions, daily 
story times.  
 
Daily registration 
and sharing news.  

• Developing 
listening skills  

• Understanding 
to listen when 
listening to a 
story  

• Understanding 
the daily 
routine and 
structure of 
nursery  

• Answering 
questions 
when asked  

• Understanding 
a simple 
question  

• Following one 
instruction at 
a time  

• Joins in with 
singing 
nursery 

• Beginning to 
understand 
when to listen 
to others and 
wait to speech  

• Answering 
simple 
questions with 
ease  

• Listening to a 
story and 
retelling parts 
of the story  

• Enjoys 
listening to 
poems.  

• Uses simple 
sentence to 
talk to others.  

• Sings nursery 
rhymes 
independently.  

• Uses 
vocabulary to 
explain ideas to 
share to others.  

• Enjoys naming 
colours and 
pointing to the 
colours.  

• Understands a 
variety of 
questions and 
how to answer 
them.  

• Can talk about 
things they 
have noticed in 
the 
environment; 
such as change 
in season.  

• Raising their hands 
when answering a 
questions and waiting 
to be asked.  

• Retelling a story, they 
have heard before.  

• Following instructions 
to plant a plant- 
broken down into one 
instruction at a time.  

• Beginning to show 
understanding of the 
life cycle of a chick and 
butterfly.  

• Uses longer 
sentences 
when talking 
and expressing 
their ideas to 
others.  

• Can talk about 
the life cycle of 
an animal or 
plant with 
ease.  

• Can talk about 
farm animals 
and describe 
their colours 
and markings.  

• Can talk about 
animals they 
like and dislike.  

• Understanding 
two part 
instructions  

• Can identify 

• Retelling a 
story with 
confidence and 
in the correct 
order.  

• Following two-
part instruction 
with ease.  

• Can ask others 
questions and 
wait for the 
answer.  

• Can talk in-
depth about 
something they 
are interested 
in.  

• Can recall the 
life cycle of an 
animal and 
plant.  

• Can talk in 
detail about 

• Settling in conversations and circle 
times  

• Retelling experiences from the past 
and present with order and 
precision.  

• Modelling routines and structure of 
the day- children developing an 
understanding of how a day is 
structured  

• What are our families like?  
• What is our home like?  

• Developing blending and 
segmenting strategies  

• Children to talk about weekend 
news using tapestry for prompts  

• Using listening skills through games 
and circle times.  

• Understanding why and how 
questions and using them when 
talking.  

• Following instructions when asked.  
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rhymes  • Can talk about 

the weather. 

objects and 
their purpose.  

past events.  

• Extends 
vocabulary  

• Uses language 
to make up 
new roles and 
characters.  

• Beginning to 
show an 
understanding 
of why and 
how questions.  

 Any Immediate speech concerns to be reported to Speech and Language Therapist and Local 
Authority  
 

Speech Screening to identify any children 
who may need speech therapy with Natalie. 

 

Age 3-4 
Development 

Matters 
Objectives. for 

Reference 

· Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.  
· Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time.  
· Use a wider range of vocabulary.  
· Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”.  
· Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?  
· Sing a large repertoire of songs.  
· Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.  
· Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’.  
· May have problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’ · Use longer sentences of four to six words.  
· Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.  
· Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.  
· Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical Development (PE and Writing) 

 Autumn1 
 

Autumn2 
 

Spring1 
 

Spring2 
 

Summer1 
 

Summer2 
 

Reception 
Key Objectives 
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Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives7. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, 
starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating 
games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor 
skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. 
Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop 
proficiency, control and confidence. 

 

Fine Motor 
Development 

 
Overarching 
through our 

whole curriculum, 
and setting. 

 
 

 

• Using a knife and fork when eating foods  

• Using scissors to make snips in paper  

• Creating crafts with details and glue Enjoying simple puzzles  

• Playing with playdough to build creations – daily dough disco  

• Understanding how to pull clothes off.  

• Can use scissors with confidence  

• Can use playdough to mould into 
recognisable shapes  

• Can dress and undress themselves 
independently  

• Shows a dominant hand 

• Understanding how letters some 
letters should be formed.  

• Beginning to hold a pencil with 
pencil tripod grip, with support 

• Can draw a copy a circle when 
shown first.  

• Can squeeze tweezers to pick up 
an object  

• Can use a paintbrush or other 
mark making tools for a purpose.  

• Developing Modelling letter 
formation  

• Manipulation of small objects  

• Has a preference of writing hand  

• Developing pencil grip  

• Draws lines and circle – enabling the 
ability to write letters  

• Playdough manipulation  
• Developing fine motor skills using 

tweezers, scissors, pipettes, cotton 
buds etc.  

• Uses a paint brush correctly  
 

Gross Motor • Children beginning to climb with help  

• Developing balance and coordination  
• Rides on scooters and bikes  

• Enjoys playing games, involving running and balls 

• Digging in the mud and playing in the mud kitchen  

• Moving large objected with others  

• Joining in with dance and gymnastics, following instructions.  

• Climbing with ease and taking risks  

• Lifting objects independently  
• Balancing with ease  

• Joining in with races  

• Moving to music  

• Using benches and apparatus to move around a hall 

• Practicing for sports day, running, balance, throwing, catching and 
ball control.  

• Throwing and catching using two hands.  

• Moving in different ways and speeds 
• Dressing and undressing with little support (buttons, clasps, laces) 

• Can perform a pattern of movements independently or in a group.  

• Move large objects with a group.  

• Can meet own care needs, such as brushing teeth, using the toilet, 
putting on a coat and doing zips.  

• Developing arm muscle strength- 
enables children to develop pencil 
grip  

• Changing for PE with little support   

• Can independently wash their hands 
at appropriate times of the day.  

• Outdoor Climbing equipment with 
little support, understanding how to 
manoeuvre their bodies.   

• Able to Throw and Catch a ball using 
two hands  

• Riding a trick with support for 
placing feet and pushing  
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PE Lesson 

‘Get Set 4 PE’ 
 

(PE to begin 
Summer 1 

term to assist 
with transition 

into 
Reception) 

 

Introduction to PE: 
Unit 1 

• Moving safely 

• Running 

• Jumping 

• Throwing 

• Catching 

• Following a 
path 

• Sharing 

• Leadership 
Perseverance 

• Confidence 

• Decision 
making 

• Selecting and 
applying 
actions 

 
Assessment 
Criteria:  

• I am beginning 
to 
demonstrate 
balance. 

• I am beginning 
to negotiate 
space safely. 

• I am beginning 
to take turns 
with others. 

• I can explore 
movement 
skills. 

• I can make 
guided 
choices. 

• I follow 
instructions 
with support. 

Ball Skills- Unit 1 

• Rolling a ball 

• Stopping a 
rolling ball 

• Throwing at a 
target 

• Bouncing a 
ball 

• Dribbling a 
ball with feet 

• Kicking a ball 

• Co-operation 

• Supporting 
others 

• Honesty 

• Perseverance 

• Using tactics 

• Decision 
making 

 
Assessment 
Criteria:  
• I am beginning 

to explore a 
range of ball 
skills. 

• I am beginning 
to negotiate 
space safely. 

• I am beginning 
to take turns 
with others. 

• I can make 
guided 
choices. 

• I persevere 
with support 
when trying 
new 
challenges. 

• I play ball 

Gymnastics- Unit 1 
 

• Shapes 

• Balances 

• Jumps 

• Rocking 

• Rolling 

• Travelling 
• Taking turns 

• Co-operation 

• Communication 

• Confidence 

• Determination 

• Selecting and 
applying skills 

• Creating 
sequences 

 
Assessment 
Criteria:  

• I am beginning 
to negotiate 
space safely. 

• I am beginning 
to take turns. 

• I am building 
my confidence 
to try new 
challenges. 

• I can explore 
movement 
skills. 

• I can match 
skills to tasks 
and apparatus. 

• I can use a 
range of large 
and small 
apparatus with 
an awareness 
of safety. 

• I follow 

Dance- Unit 1 

• Travelling 

• Copying and 
performing actions 

• Co-ordination 

• Respect 

• Co-operating with 
others 

• Working 
independently 

• Confidence 

• Counting 

• Observing and 
providing feedback 

• Selecting and applying 
actions 

 
Assessment Criteria:  

• I am beginning to 
negotiate space safely. 

• I am beginning to use 
and remember 
sequences and 
patterns of 
movements which are 
related to music and 
rhythm. 

• I am building my 
confidence to try new 
challenges and 
perform in front of 
others. 

• I can explore 
movement skills. 

• I follow instructions 
with support. 

• I show respect 
towards others. 

Games- Unit 1 and Sports Day Preparations  

• Running 

• Balancing 

• Changing direction 

• Striking a ball 

• Throwing 

• Communication 
• Co-operation 

• Taking turns 

• Supporting and encouraging others 

• Honesty and fair play 

• Managing emotions 

• Using tactics 

• Decision making 
 
Assessment Criteria:  

• I am beginning to explore a range of 
ball skills. 

• I am beginning to negotiate space 
safely. 

• I am beginning to take turns with 
others. 

• I am beginning to understand how I 
feel in different situations. 

• I can explore movement skills. 
• I follow instructions with support. 

• I play games honestly guided by the 
rules with support. 

PE should be continued on the same 
topics 

 
Reception topics move onto unit 2 
following what has been learnt and 

perfected from unit 1 in nursery. 



 

The Willows Primary School and Nursery  
games guided 
by the rules 
with support. 

instructions 
with support. 

Vocabulary Climbing  
Jumping  
Skipping  
Safety  
Calm  
Space  
Walk  
Run  

Throwing  
Catching  
Control  
Movement  
Steps  

Team work  
Rolling  
Under  
Over  
Through  
Spin  
Twirl  
Bounce  

Rock  
Tilt  
Tip Toes  
Prance  
Float  
Glide  

Jumping  
Javelin  
Olympics  
Sprinting  
Race  
Winner  
Heart Rate  
Aim  
Exercise  

 

Age 3-4 
Development 

Matters 
Objectives. for 

Reference 

Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills.  
· Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. 
 · Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. 
 · Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.  
· Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams.  
· Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm.  
· Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width.  
· Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.  
· Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks.  
· Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  
· Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.  
· Start to eat independently and learning how to use a knife and fork.  
· Show a preference for a dominant hand.  
· Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips.  
· Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.  
· Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing. 
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Literacy 

 Autumn1 
’ 

 

Autumn2 
 

Spring1 
 

Spring2 
 

Summer1 
 

Summer2 
 

Reception 
Key Objectives 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) 

starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled 

word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription 

(spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing 

Writing 
 

Writing 
opportunities to 

be available 
throughout the 
whole setting, 

allowing children 
writing 

opportunities all 
day.  

 
 
  

• Developing gross motor skills  

• Follow lines and trace letters 
• Trace name  

• Can talk about marks they have 
made 

• Supported to hold pencil in the 
correct grip  

• Form initial letters independently  

• Copy names independently  
• Draws circles and swirls  

• Holding a pencil correctly with little 
reminders  

• Joins in with short group writing to 
develop formations of letters  

• Writes name independently  

• Always holds a pencil correctly 
with no reminders needed.  

• Completed daily handwriting 
activities to develop formation of 
name and other letters.  

• Beginning to write some sounds 
with support.  

• Completing independent writing 
and mark making within play 
opportunities.  

• Using writing and painting 
materials for the correct purpose.  

• Understand why and how print is 
used for different circumstances.  

• Write some or all of their first name 
independently.  

• Begin to write initial sounds as captions 
for drawings. 

• Use some of their print and letter 
knowledge in early writing such as a 
pretend shopping list. 

• Use a range of small tools competently 
and confidently to make marks. 
Suggested tools: pencils, 
paintbrushes, scissors and knives. 

• Identify pencil grip using grip 
document  

• Handwriting patterns  
• To understand that print carries 

meaning  
 

Reading 
 
Children will hear 
a range of stories 
throughout story 

times in class 
 
 
 

• Enjoys looking through books  

• Can look at a book left to right  

• Joins in with story times, and listens with interest  

• Recalls stories they have read before in nursery  

• Handles book carefully  

• Can understanding that text reads 
from left to right  

• Looks at a range of books and 
reading materials  

• Names the different parts of a 
books, cover, spine, author and 
illustrations/pictures  

• Beginning to use vocabulary such 
as beginning, middle and end  

• Recognises some letters in books 
and can point them out 

• Understand that all print has 
meaning.  

• Can identify the initial sounds in 

• Uses Initial sounds when 
writing.   

• Listening and 

• retelling stories 

• Looking at rhyming books in 
class and discussing which 
words rhyme  

• Oral blending  

• Children to use robot arms to 
help with blending 

• Understand the different parts 
of a book.  

• Understanding the structure of 
a story.  
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simple CVC words.  

• Understands what robot arms 
are.  

 Autumn Spring Summer Reception 
Key Objectives 

Phonics 
Bug Club Phonics 

This phase is intended to develop children's listening, vocabulary and speaking skills.  
 

• Bug Club alphabet song- at the start of each session to introduce the alphabet.  

• Listening' walks,  
• Playing and identifying instruments,  

• Action songs,  

• Learning rhymes and  

• Playing games like I Spy.  
 
 
Bug Club-Phase 1 Phonics  

• A Wet Walk Lessons 1 to 4  

• All sorts of Art- Lessons 1 to 5 
• Nature Shapes- Lesson 1 to 5  

• The Missing Button- Lesson 1 to 3 

• From Seed to Sandwich- Lesson 1 to 5  

• A Day at the Beach- Lesson 1 to 3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Phase 2 phonics  
 

• Children to begin to learn how each 
letter has a different sound.  

 

• Children to understand how every 
word is made up or letters and sounds.  

 

• Identifying different letters and sounds 
within each word  

 

• Beginning to identify initial sounds of 
words  

 

• Understanding how to segment and 
Blend sounds  

 

• Can clap Syllables to help segment 
words.  

• To recap very briefly on phase 
1 phonics.  

• To begin phase 2 and learn all 
single sounds within Autumn 
term.  

 Autumn1 Autumn2 Spring1 Spring2 Summer1 Summer2 Reception Key Objectives 
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Book Band 
Progression 

   • Lilac books- Pre 
Reader Books 
without words  

• Pink Band Books 
for children who 
are grasping the 
concept Books 
allocated on Bug 
Club  

• Lilac 

• Pink A 
Books  

• Pink A and B Books  

Vocabulary Book                                                                    Author  

Illustrations                                                        information  

Text                                                                     Characters  

Letters                                                                Reading  

Front 

Back 

Inside  

Spine  

 

Age 3-4 
Development 

Matters 
Objectives. for 

Reference 

 -Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - print can have different purposes - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom - the names of the 

different parts of a book - page sequencing  

· Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: - spot and suggest rhymes - count or clap syllables in a word - recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and 

mother  

· Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary  

· Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. · Write some or all 

of their name.  

· Write some letters accurately 

 

Maths (Number and Numerical Patterns) 
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 Autumn Spring Summer Reception 

Key Objectives 
 Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, 

develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and 
apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary 
from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of 
mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot 
connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes 
 

Maths 
 
 

 
 
 

• Listen to and join in with rhymes, 
songs, stories and games that have a 
mathematical theme. 

• Beginning to clap along to songs and 
Rhymes  

• Sing/chant the days of the week. 

• Beginning to count objects with 
support  

• To follow simple instructions within a 
game or play situation. 

• To use beads or pasta to thread onto 
a string.   

• To begin to count to 5 in class. 

• To understand the term, next and 
finished  

• Can talk using propositional language 
such as on top, under, next to.  

• Realise that anything can be counted, not just 
objects, e.g. claps, steps. 
Use mark making to represent numbers in 
play activities 

• Be able to say what day it is of the week.  

• Use words that describe temperature during 
everyday activities, e.g. hot/cold. 

• Use and build with 2D and 3D shapes within 
play-based activities. 

• To count 5 objects with support 

• To understand what first and last mean.  

• To be able to recognise what money is, and 
how it is used.  

• Recognise a circle and triangle 

• To use threading for a purpose.  
• Counting to 10 with support each day in class.  

• Beginning to recognise 2 objects using 
subtilizing 

• Beginning to use the words more, and fewer 
when talking about a group of objects   

• Will use propositional language in simple 
sentences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Count reliably up to 5 objects. 

• Recognise numbers 0 to 5 and relate a 
number 0 to 5 to its respective 
quantity. 

• Use the terms ‘first’, ‘second’, ‘third’ 
and ‘last’ in daily activities and play. 

• Demonstrate an awareness of the 
purpose of money through role play. 

• Anticipate events related to elements 
of daily routines and use the terms 
‘before’ and ‘after’. 

• Follow two-step instructions for simple 
movements within games and play 
activities. 

• Recognise and use the names for 2D 
shapes (circle, square and triangle, 
Rectangle) within play activities and 
the environment 

• Sort and match sets of objects by 
recognising similarities. 

• Copy a range of simple patterns and 
sequences visually and aurally, e.g. 
clapped patterns, threading activities. 

• To confidently be able to count to 10.  

• To recognise 3 or more objects using 
subitising.  

• When counting objects, recognising 
that the last number you say is the end 
total.  

• Identifying which group has more or 
less independently.  

• Can identify an object and use 
propositional language to describe 

• Counting to 10  

• Counting using song and claps  

• Sorting objects into groups  

• Comparing objects using key terms.  

• Representing 0 to 5 independently 

• Understanding number bonds to 5  

• Using number formation rhymes to 
write their numbers 

• Understanding and using the terms 
one more and one less effectively.  

• Subitising numbers 1 to 5 with little 
support  

• Use the terms ‘first’, ‘second’, ‘third’ 
and ‘last’ in daily activities and play. 

• To recognise shapes circle, square, 
triangle and rectangle.  

• Sort and match sets of objects by 
recognising similarities. 

• Understand the concept of total  
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where it is.  

Vocabulary 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday  
Clap 
Sing 
Threading 
One, two, three, four, five 
Next  
Finished  

Rhythm  
Hot  
Cold 
Temperature  
Build 
Construct  
Tower 
Objects  
Triangle  
Circle  
First  
Last  
Money  
More  
Less  
Fewer  
Subitise 

Second  
Third  
Square  
Rectangle  
Similar  
Different  
Pattern 
Sequences  
Total  

Compare  
Sort  
One, two, three  
Subitise  
Pattern  
Number  
Less  
More  
Long  
Short  
Space 

Age 3-4 
Development 

Matters 
Objectives. for 

Reference 

• Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’). 

• Recite numbers past 5. 

• Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5 

• Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’). 

• Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 

• Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 

• Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 
• Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. 

• Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

• Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

• Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 

• Describe a familiar route. 

• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

• Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity 
• Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc. 

• Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle etc. 

• Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 

• Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf. 

• Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. 

• Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 
 

Understanding the World 

 Autumn1 
 

Autumn2 
 

Spring1 
 

Spring2 
 

Summer1 
 

Summer2 
 

Reception 
Key Objectives 
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Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of 
the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with 
words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension’ 
 

Understanding 
the World 

 
Past and Present/ 

People, culture 
and communities 

 
(RE/ History/ 
Geography) 

 

• Can explore 
the 
environment 
around them, 
noticing bugs, 
plants and 
natural life. 
Exploring the 
names of body 
parts  

• Joins in with 
head, 
shoulders, 
knees and 
toes  

• Understanding 
family tree  

• Can identify 
their own skin, 
eyes and hair 
colour  

• Can talk about 
things that are 
doing and 
seeing  

• Can explore 
the 
environment 
around them, 
noticing bugs, 
plants and 
natural life. 

 
• Exploring light 

and dark using 
shadows  

• Understanding 
different 
sources of 
light  

• Beginning to 
understand 
the concept of 
seasons and 
how the 
weather 
changes.  
 

• Can explore the 
environment around 
them, noticing bugs, 
plants and natural 
life. 

• Exploring ice and the 
cold  

• can talk about winter 
weather and how it 
feels to be cold  

• can talk about winter 
animals  

• can name items of 
clothing we should 
wear in the winter to 
stay warm  

• Can explore the 
environment 
around them, 
noticing bugs, 
plants and 
natural life. 

• to think about 
plants and 
things that grow 
all around us  

• Can talk about 
life cycles and 
how plants and 
different 
animals grow  

• Can explore 
different 
attributes of 
chicks, and 
butterflies  

• Can notice 
different parts 
of the world 
through 
pictures.  

• Can explore 
the 
environment 
around them, 
noticing bugs, 
plants and 
natural life. 

• Children can 
talk about 
things that 
animals 
produce that 
we can eat and 
drink  

• Can talk about 
a mixture of 
farm animals 
and their 
natural habitat  

• Can explore 
the farm  

• Can explore the 
environment 
around them, 
noticing bugs, 
plants and 
natural life. 

• Can 
understand 
simple float 
and sink  

• Can 
understanding 
the terms, float 
and sink.  

• Can use a wide 
range of 
vocabulary to 
describe the 
world around 
them  

• Understand 
and talk about 
the concept of 
the world and 
countries 
around the 
world  

• To Look at ourselves and our 
families and use key words and term 
to talk about our families.  

• Sharing summer memories and 
remembering key events  

• Talk about different ways we can 
travel and where we can go. 

• Creating Self-portraits and naming 
the features 

• Be able to label parts of a body 
using simple terms.  

• Becoming familiar with the 
environment and things that are 
happening all around us.  

• Able to use a wide range of 
vocabulary when talking about the 
world.  

• Identifying season changes and why 
we have seasons. 

Age 3-4 
Development 

Matters 
Objectives. for 

Reference 

• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. 

• Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 

• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history 
• Show interest in different occupations. 

• Explore how things work. 

• Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 

• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
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• Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 

• Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. 

• Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences between people. 
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 

•  

 All Year  

ICT • Simple ICT skills- exploring toys with lift up flaps, CD player, beebots, games on IWB 

• Beebots- programming. 

• Ipads/ cameras to take photos.  

• IWB use for games/ drawing. Typing skills practised.  

• Can use toys that use push and pull and buttons  

• Internet Safely  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Autumn1 

 

Autumn2 

 

Spring1 

 

Spring2 

 

Summer1 

 

Summer2 

 

Reception Key Objectives 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore 
and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to 
communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

 
Exploring 
Materials and 
Media  
 
Being imaginative 
 
 
(Art, DT, Music, 
Drama) 

• To draw eyes, mouth and 
nose onto a circle to form 
a face  

• To make marks with 
paints, pens and other 
drawing materials  

• To build one block on top 
of the other  

• To make a sound with an 
instrument  

• To create 
firework 
pictures with a 
range of 
materials and 
to use them 
for a purpose, 
such as glitter  

• To focus on 
Jackson 
Pollock drip 
paintings, and 
understand 
how paint 
moves  

• To create their 
own Christmas 
cards using a 
range of 
resources to 
express 

• To create 
their own 
winter 
crafts 
using a 
variety of 
materials 
and 
textures 
and to 
talk about 
how each 
texture 
feels  

• To make 
their own 
decisions 
on what 
materials 
they 
should 

• To create their 
own life cycle 
pictures  

• To create 
symmetrical 
butterfly 
paintings  

• To create bird 
feeders and talk 
about the feel 
of the seeds  

• To use chalks to 
print and draw 
onto the 
playground  

• To construct 
with a design in 
mind  

• To build 
enclosures and 
farms using 
resources  

• To role play 
using small 
world and use 
imagination to 
build on stories  

• Plays 
instruments in 
a rhythm  

• To explore 
colour mixing  

• To use sand 
and water for a 
purpose, such 
as role playing 
dinner time or 

making pies  

• To create 
seaside crafts, 
imagining the 

destination and 
feel of the 
locations  

• Sings and entire 
song to others  

• Joins in with songs and rhymes  

• Enjoys performing song to other in 
the class.  

• To use imagination during role play 
and understand how to create a 
storyline within play.   

• To explore a range of sounds in the 
world around us and make our own 
sounds.   

• Clapping to a rhythm and creating a 
clapping pattern. 

• Can mix two colours together to 
form a new colour.  

• To paint with a purpose and create 
people and figures.  
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themselves  

• To form simple 
constructions 
buildings.  

• To explore 
colours when 
painting or 
drawing  

use to 
make 
their 
crafts  

• To 
explore 
mark 
making 
on and 
with ice.  
 

Age 3-4 
Development 

Matters 
Objectives. for 

Reference 
 

• Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar. 

• Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. 
• Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 

• Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. 

• Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 

• Join different materials and explore different textures. 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. 

• Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 
• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc 

• Explore colour and colour-mixing 

• Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

• Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 

• Remember and sing entire songs. 

• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). 

• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 

• Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. 

• Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 

 


