
 
 

Music Overview  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

  

CHARANGA UNIT 

 

 

CHARANGA UNIT 

 

 

CHARANGA UNIT 

 

 

CHARANGA UNIT 

 

 

CHARANGA 

UNIT 

 

 

CHARANGA 

UNIT 

 

EYFS Me! Nativity Play Songs Everyone! Our World 
 

Big Bear Funk Reflect, Rewind, 
Replay 

 

Overview Learn to sing nursery 
rhymes and action songs: 
 
Pat-a-cake 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught A 
Fish Alive 
This Old Man 
Five Little Ducks 
Name Song 
Things For Fingers 
Cross-curricular and topic-
based focus 
Explore: 
 
growing 
homes 
colour 
toys 
how I look 
Musical learning focus 
Listening and responding to 
different styles of music 
Embedding foundations of 
the interrelated dimensions 
of music 

Songs specific to the 
nativity play. 

Actions as pulse. 

Learn to sing nursery 
rhymes and action songs: 
 
Wind The Bobbin Up 
Rock-a-bye Baby 
Five Little Monkeys 
Jumping On The Bed 
Twinkle Twinkle 
If You're Happy And You 
Know It 
Head, Shoulders, Knees 
and Toes 
Cross-curricular and 
topic-based focus 
Explore: 
 
family 
friends 
people 
music from around the 
world 
Musical learning focus 
Listening and responding 
to different styles of 
music 

Learn to sing nursery 
rhymes and action 
songs: 
 
Old Macdonald 
Incy Wincy Spider 
Baa Baa Black Sheep 
Row, Row, Row Your 
Boat 
The Wheels On The 
Bus 
The Hokey Cokey 
Cross-curricular and 
topic-based focus 
Explore: 
 
Animals 
Jungle 
Minibeasts 
Night and day 
Sand and water 
Seaside 
Seasons 
Weather 
Sea 
Space 

Big Bear Funk is a 
transition Unit that 
prepares children for 
their musical 
learning in Year 1. 
 
Musical learning 
focus: 
Listening and 
appraising Funk 
music 
Embedding 
foundations of the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
using voices and 
instruments 
Learning to sing Big 
Bear Funk and 
revisiting other 
nursery rhymes and 
action songs 
Playing instruments 
within the song 

This Unit of Work 
consolidates the 
learning that has 
occurred during the 
year. All the learning 
is focused around 
revisiting chosen 
nursery rhymes 
and/or songs, a 
context for the 
History of Music and 
the very beginnings 
of the Language of 
Music. 



 
 

Learning to sing or sing 
along with nursery rhymes 
and action songs 
Improvising leading to 
playing classroom 
instruments 
Share and perform the 
learning that has taken 
place 

Embedding foundations 
of the interrelated 
dimensions of music 
Learning to sing or sing 
along with nursery 
rhymes and action songs 
Improvising leading to 
playing classroom 
instruments 
Singing and learning to 
play instruments within a 
song 
Share and perform the 
learning that has taken 
place 
 

Musical learning 
focus 
Listening and 
responding to 
different styles of 
music 
Embedding 
foundations of the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
Learning to sing or 
sing along with 
nursery rhymes and 
action songs 
Improvising leading 
to playing classroom 
instruments 
Singing and learning 
to play instruments 
within a song 
Share and perform 
the learning that has 
taken place 

Improvisation using 
voices and 
instruments 
Riff-based 
composition 
Share and perform 
the learning that has 
taken place 

Vocabulary Instrument 
Lyrics 
Microphone 
Performing 
Solo 
Band 
Rhythm 
 
 
 

Instrument 
Lyrics 
Microphone 
Performing 
Solo 
Band 
Rhythm 

 

Instrument 
Lyrics 
Microphone 
Performing 
Solo 
Band 
Rhythm 
 

 

Instrument 
Lyrics 
Microphone 
Performing 
Solo 
Band 
Rhythm 

 

Instrument 
Lyrics 
Microphone 
Performing 
Solo 
Band 
Rhythm 

 

Instrument 
Lyrics 
Microphone 
Performing 
Solo 
Band 
Rhythm 

 

Outcomes By the end of EYFS, children should be able: 
 

To know twenty nursery rhymes off by heart. 



 
 

To know the stories of some of the nursery rhymes. 
To know that we can move with the pulse of the music. 
To know that the words of songs can tell stories and paint pictures. 
To sing or rap nursery rhymes and simple songs from memory. 
To know songs have sections. 
 A performance is sharing music. 
 

Progression of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Continuous Provision 

 

Children will have access to tuned and untuned percussion instruments to explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 
express their ideas and feelings, they are encouraged to return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and 
developing their ability to represent them. As the instrument are used within group play as well as individual they will create 
collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.  Over the year they are to sing nursery rhymes, sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody as well as learn to move with the pulse of the music. 
 
The children will listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 
 

 

 

Year 1 Year 1 Unit 1 - How Can 

We Make Friends When 

We Sing Together? 

Year 1 Unit 2 - How Does 

Music Tell Us Stories 

About The Past? 

Year 1 Unit 3 - How 

Does Music Make The 

World A Better Place? 

Year 1 Unit 4 - How 

Does Music Help Us 

To Understand Our 

Neighbours? 

Year 1 Unit 5 - What 

Songs Can We Sing 

To Help Us Through 

The Day? 

Year 1 Unit 6 - How 

Does Music Teach 

Us About Looking 

After Our Planet? 

Overview Key knowledge: 

• Finding and 

keeping a steady 

beat 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using long 

and short 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using high 

and low 

 

Key knowledge: 

• Finding and 

keeping a steady 

beat 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

long and short 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using 

high and low 

using voices 

Key knowledge: 

• Finding and 

keeping a steady 

beat 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

long and short 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using 

high and low 

 

Key knowledge: 

• Finding and 

keeping a 

steady beat 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using long 

and short 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Finding and 

keeping a 

steady beat 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using long 

and short 

• Simple 

melodic 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Finding and 

keeping a 

steady beat 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using long 

and short 

• Simple 

melodic 



 
 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Find The Beat  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Hip Hop 

2020/21 

 

1-2-3-4-5  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Jazz  

2020/21 

 

Head, Shoulders, Knees 

And Toes 

Unknown  

Hip Hop  

1960s 

 

Shapes 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman 

Pop  

2020/21 

 

We Talk To Animals  

Joanna Mangona and Rick 

Coates  

Pop  

2020/21 

 

Piano Sonata No. 11 - III. 

Rondo Alla Turca  

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

 

 

The Christmas production 

will provide opportunities 

for ensembles and 

collaborative music with 

the performance.  

 

Musicianship  

Being able to perform as a 

group with varying songs, 

using voices, body 

percussion, percussion 

and movement.  

 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

If You’re Happy And 

You Know It  

Unknown  

Pop  

Unknown  

 

Sing Me A Song  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Waltz  

2020/21  

 

Sparkle  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Rhythm In The Way We 

Walk  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Reggae  

2020/21  

 

Big Bear Funk  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Funk  

2020  

 

Baby Elephant  

using high 

and low 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Days Of The Week 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

Jazz: Swing  

2020/21  

 

Name Song 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Cuckoo  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

Waltz  

2020/21  

 

Upside Down  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

Waltz  

2020/21  

 

Hush Little Baby 

Unknown  

Lullaby  

Unknown  

patterns 

using high 

and low 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Getting Dressed 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman Pop  

2020/21 2  

 

Dress Up  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman Jazz: 

Swing  

2020/21  

 

Brush Our Teeth 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman Pop  

2020/21  

 

Get Ready  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman Pop  

2020/21  

 

Up And Down 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman Pop  

2020/21  

 

Star Light, Star 

Bright  

patterns 

using high 

and low 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

The Bear Went Over 

The Mountain 

Unknown  

Pop  

Unknown  

 

In The Sea  

Joanna Mangona 

and Pete Readman 

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

2020/21  

 

Alice The Camel 

Unknown Marching 

Band Unknown  

 

Ten Green Bottles 

Unknown  

Country  

Unknown  

 

Zootime  

Joanna Mangona 

and Pete Readman 

Reggae  

2020/21  

 



 
 

Classical  

1783 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 100bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets and 

quavers Melodic patterns: 

C, G 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 Tempo: 100bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Improvise section using: C, 

D, E 

 

 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Lullaby  

2020/21  

 

Cinderella, Op.87: 37 - 

Waltz-Coda  

Sergei Prokofiev  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

1944 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 98bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets and 

quavers Melodic patterns: 

G, D 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 Tempo: 96bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: F major 

Improvise section using: 

F, G, A 

 

 

Who Took The 

Cookie?  

Unknown  

Pop  

Unknown  

 

The Planets, Op. 32 - 

I. Mars, The Bringer 

Of War  

Gustav Holst  

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

1914–17 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 98bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Rhythmic patterns 

using: Minims, 

crotchets and 

quavers Melodic 

patterns: A, E 

 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 - As Unit 

3 

 

 

Unknown  

Lullaby  

Late 1800s  

 

Sonata In C Major 

Hob. XVI:150 - 3rd 

Movement  

Franz Joseph Haydn 

Classical  

c. 1794 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 100bpm 

Time Signature: 3/4 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets 

and quavers Melodic 

patterns: C, G 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 3 Tempo: 

100bpm Time 

Signature: 3/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Improvise section 

using: C, D, E 

She’ll Be Coming 

‘Round The 

Mountain Unknown  

Gospel  

Late 1800s  

 

The Pink Panther 

Theme  

Henry Mancini Jazz  

1963 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

 

Tempo: 100bpm 

Time Signature: 2/4 

Key Signature: G 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Crotchets and 

quavers Melodic 

patterns: G, B, D 

 

Improvise Together 

- Activity 3 - As 

Unit 5 

Vocabulary Audience 

Backing 

Band 

Audience 

Backing 

Band 

Audience 

Backing 

Band 

Audience 

Backing 

Band 

Audience 

Backing 

Band 

Audience 

Backing 

Band 



 
 

Chorus 

Composition 

Dynamics 

Duet 

Group 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notes 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Style 

Solo 

Tempo 

Tune 

Verse 

Vocals 

Chorus 

Composition 

Dynamics 

Duet 

Group 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notes 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Style 

Solo 

Tempo 

Tune 

Verse 

Vocals 

Chorus 

Composition 

Dynamics 

Duet 

Group 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notes 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Style 

Solo 

Tempo 

Tune 

Verse 

Vocals 

Chorus 

Composition 

Dynamics 

Duet 

Group 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notes 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Style 

Solo 

Tempo 

Tune 

Verse 

Vocals 

Chorus 

Composition 

Dynamics 

Duet 

Group 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notes 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Style 

Solo 

Tempo 

Tune 

Verse 

Vocals 

Chorus 

Composition 

Dynamics 

Duet 

Group 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notes 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Style 

Solo 

Tempo 

Tune 

Verse 

Vocals 

Progression of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Musicianship: Understanding Music 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, F major, G major and A minor. 

Find and keep a steady beat together. 

Understand the difference between creating a rhythm pattern and a pitch pattern. 

Copy back simple rhythmic patterns using long and short. 

Copy back simple melodic patterns using high and low. 

Complete vocal warm-ups with a copy back option to use Solfa. 

Listening: Respond/Analyse 

Move and dance with the music. 

Find the steady beat. 

Talk about feelings created by the music. 

Recognise some band and orchestral instruments. 

Describe tempo as fast or slow. 

Describe dynamics as loud and quiet. 

Join in sections of the song, eg chorus. 

Begin to understand where the music fits in the world. 

Begin to understand about different styles of music. 

Singing  

Sing, rap, rhyme, chant and use spoken word. 

Demonstrate good singing posture. 



 
 

Sing songs from memory. 

Copy back intervals of an octave and fifth (high, low). 

Sing in unison. 

Notation  

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using symbols and 

any appropriate means of notation. 

If appropriate: explore standard notation, using crotchets, quavers and minims, and simple 

combinations of: 

C, D, E, F, G 

F, G, A 

G, B, D 

D, E, F♯, G, A 

D, A, C 

Playing Instruments  

Rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear or from simple notation, in C 

major, F major, D major and D minor. 

Creating: Improvising  

Explore improvisation within a major and minor scale using the notes: 

C, D, E 

D, E, A 

F, G, A 

D, F, G 

Improvise simple vocal patterns using 'Question and Answer' phrases. 

Understand the difference between creating a rhythm pattern and a pitch pattern. 

Creating: Composing  

Explore and create graphic scores: 

Create musical sound effects and short sequences of sounds in response to music and video 

stimulus. 

Create a story, choosing and playing classroom instruments and/or soundmakers. 

Recognise how graphic notation can represent created sounds. Explore and invent your 

own symbols. 

Use music technology, if available, to capture, change and combine sounds. 

Use simple notation if appropriate: 

Create a simple melody using crotchets and minims: 

C, D 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, F 

C, D, E, F, G 

Start and end on the note C 



 
 

F, G 

F, G, A 

F, G, A, C 

F, G, A, C, D 

Start and end on the note F 

D, F 

D, F, G 

D, F, G, A 

D, F, G, A, C 

Start and end on the note D 

Performing  

Enjoy and have fun performing. 

Choose a song/songs to perform to a well-known audience. 

Prepare a song to perform. 

Communicate the meaning of the song. 

Add actions to the song. 

Play some simple instrumental parts. 

Connecting Across the Curriculum 

Topics include: 

• Counting 

• Days of the week 

• Parts of the body 

• Counting backwards from 10 

• Animals from around the world 

• Insects 

• Our planets 

• PSHE 

• Stories 

• Shapes 

Year 2 Year 2 Unit 1 - How Does 

Music Help Us To Make 

Friends? 

Year 2 Unit 2 - How Does 

Music Teach Us About 

The Past? 

Year 2 Unit 3 - How 

Does Music Make The 

World A Better Place? 

Year 2 Unit 4 - How 

Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Neighbourhood? 

Year 2 Unit 5 - How 

Does Music Make 

Us Happy? 

Year 2 Unit 6 - How 

Does Music Teach 

Us About Looking 

After Our Planet? 

Overview Key knowledge: 

• Finding and 

keeping a steady 

beat 

Key knowledge: 

• Finding and 

keeping a steady 

beat 

Key knowledge: 

• Finding and 

keeping a steady 

beat 

Key knowledge: 

 

Key knowledge: 

 

Key knowledge: 

 



 
 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using long 

and short 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using high 

and low 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

 

Music Is In My Soul  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Gospel  

2020/21  

 

Boléro  

Maurice Ravel  

20th Century Orchestral 

1928  

 

Hey Friends!  

Rick Coates  

Jazz   

2020/21  

 

Eye Of The Tiger 

Survivor and Gloria Gaynor 

Rock  

1982  

 

Hello!  

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

long and short 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using 

high and low 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Sparkle In The Sun 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Jazz  

2020/21  

 

For The Beauty Of The 

Earth 

John Rutter 

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral / Choral  

1994  

 

Listen  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Fascinating Rhythm  

George and Ira Gershwin 

Jazz: Swing  

1924  

 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

long and short 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using 

high and low 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Rainbows  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Maple Leaf Rag  

Scott Joplin 

Jazz: Ragtime 

1899  

 

Hands, Feet, Heart  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Kwela  

2020/21  

 

Let’s Twist Again 

Karl Mann and Dave 

Appell  

Rock ‘n’ Roll  

1961  

 

• Finding and 

keeping a 

steady beat 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using long 

and short 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using high 

and low 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Helping Each Other 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Piano Trio In A 

Minor Op. 150 I. 

Allegro  

Amy Beach -
Romantic/20th 

Century Orchestral 

1938  

 

The Music Man  

Unknown  

Marching Band 

• Finding and 

keeping a 

steady beat 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using long 

and short 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using high 

and low 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

I Wanna Play In A 

Band  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman - 

Rock  

2020/21  

 

Flying Theme From 

E.T. The Extra-

Terrestrial 
John Williams - Film 

Music 

1982  

 

Music Is All Around 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman Jazz  

• Finding and 

keeping a 

steady beat 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using long 

and short 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using high 

and low 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

The Sunshine Song  

Joanna Mangona 

and Pete Readman 

Pop  

2020/21  

 

No More Dinosaur  

Chris Madin 

Rock  

2020/21  
 

Four White Horses  

Unknown  

Calypso 

Unknown  

 



 
 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman 

Pop  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 112bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets and 

quavers Melodic patterns: 

C, G 

 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 Tempo: 112bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Improvise section using: C, 

D, E 

The Orchestra Song 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 66bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets and 

quavers Melodic patterns: 

C, G 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 - As Unit 1 

All Around The World 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Pop  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 98bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets and 

quavers Melodic patterns: 

A, E 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 Tempo: 98bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Improvise section using: 

A, B, C 

Unknown  

 

Swing Time: The 

Way You Look 

Tonight  

Jerome Kern and 

Dorothy Fields  

Jazz: Swing  

1936  

 

Let’s Sing Together 

Joanna Mangona –

Gospel 

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 114bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets 

and quavers Melodic 

patterns: C, G 

 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 - As Unit 

3 

 

2020/21  

 

Moon River  

Henry Mancini 

Pop/Jazz  

1960  

 

Saying Sorry  

Joanna Mangona 

Calypso  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 97bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Rhythmic patterns 

using: Minims, 

crotchets and 

quavers Melodic 

patterns: G, D 

 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 3 Tempo: 

97bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Improvise section 

using: G, A, B, C, D 

 

Que Llueva, Que 

Llueva  

Unknown  

Funk  

Unknown  

 

Down By The Bay 

Unknown  

Reggae  

c. 1914-1918 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

 

Tempo: 100bpm 

Time Signature: 3/4 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets 

and quavers Melodic 

patterns: C, G 

 

Improvise Together 

- Activity 3 - As 

Unit 5 

Vocabulary Appraise 

Backing 

Band 

Chorus 

Appraise 

Backing 

Band 

Chorus 

Appraise 

Backing 

Band 

Chorus 

Appraise 

Backing 

Band 

Chorus 

Appraise 

Backing 

Band 

Chorus 

Appraise 

Backing 

Band 

Chorus 



 
 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Hook 

Lyrics 

Notation 

Notes 

Original 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Hook 

Lyrics 

Notation 

Notes 

Original 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Hook 

Lyrics 

Notation 

Notes 

Original 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse  

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Hook 

Lyrics 

Notation 

Notes 

Original 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Hook 

Lyrics 

Notation 

Notes 

Original 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Hook 

Lyrics 

Notation 

Notes 

Original 

Performing 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

 

Progression of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Musicianship:Understanding Music 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, G major and A minor. 

Find and keep a steady beat. 

Copy back simple rhythmic patterns using long and short. 

Copy back simple melodic patterns using high and low. 

Complete vocal warm-ups with a copy back option to use Solfa. 

Sing short phrases independently. 

Listening: Respond/Analyse 

Mark the beat of a listening piece (eg Boléro by Ravel) by tapping or clapping and recognising 

tempo, as well as changes in tempo. 

Walk in time to the beat of a piece of music. 

Identify the beat groupings in the music you sing and listen, eg 2-time, 3-time etc. 

Move and dance with the music confidently. 

Talk about how the music makes you feel. 

Find different steady beats. 

Describe tempo as fast or slow. 

Describe dynamics as loud or quiet. 

Join in sections of the song, eg call and response. 

Start to talk about the style of a piece of music. 

Recognise some band and orchestral instruments. 

Start to talk about where music might fit into the world. 



 
 

Singing  

Sing as part of a choir. 

Demonstrate good singing posture. 

Sing songs from memory and/or from notation. 

Sing to communicate the meaning of the words. 

Sing in unison and sometimes in parts, and with more pitching accuracy. 

Understand and follow the leader or conductor. 

Add actions to a song. 

Move confidently to a steady beat. 

Talk about feelings created by the music/song. 

Recognise some band and orchestral instruments. 

Describe tempo as fast or slow. 

Join in sections of the song, eg chorus. 

Begin to understand where the music fits in the world. 

Begin to talk about and understand the style of the music. 

Know the meaning of dynamics (loud/quiet) and tempo (fast/slow), and be able to demonstrate 

these when singing by responding to (a) the leader's directions and (b) visual symbols (eg 

crescendo, decrescendo, pause). 

Notation  

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using symbols and 

any appropriate means of notation. 

Explore standard notation, using crotchets, quavers, minims and semibreves, and simple 

combinations of: 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ 

F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E 

A, B, C, D, E 

Identify hand signals as notation, and recognise music notation on a stave of five lines. 

Playing Instruments 

Rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear or from notation, in C major, 

F major and G major. 

Playing the Recorder  

Rehearse and learn a simple instrumental part by ear or from notation, using the notes G, A, B, 

B♭, C, E and F. 

Creating: Improvising  

Explore improvisation within a major scale using the notes: 

C, D, E 

C, G, A 



 
 

G, A, B 

F, G, A 

Work with a partner and in the class to improvise simple 'Question and Answer' phrases, to be 

sung and played on untuned percussion, creating a musical conversation. 

Creating: Composing  

Explore and create graphic scores: 

Create musical sound effects and short sequences of sounds in response to music and video 

stimulus. 

Use graphic symbols, dot notation and stick notation, as appropriate, to keep a record of 

composed pieces. 

Create a story, choosing and playing classroom instruments. 

Create and perform your own rhythm patterns with stick notation, including crotchets, quavers and 

minims. 

Use music technology, if available, to capture, change and combine sounds. 

Use notation if appropriate: 

Create a simple melody using crotchets and minims: 

C, D 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, F 

C, D, E, F, G 

Start and end on the note C (C major) 

G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, D 

G, A, B, D, E 

Start and end on the note G (Pentatonic on G) 

F, G 

F, G, A 

F, G, A, C 

F, G, A, C, D 

Start and end on the note F (Pentatonic on F) 

Performing  

Practise, rehearse and share a song that has been learned in the lesson, from memory or with 

notation, and with confidence. 

Decide on any actions, instrumental parts/improvisatory ideas/composed passages to be practised 

and included in the performance. 

Talk about what the song means and why it was chosen to share. 

Talk about the difference between rehearsing a song and performing it. 

Connecting Across the Curriculum 



 
 

Topics include: 

• The importance of communication 

• Working and playing together 

• Stories 

• Caring about other people 

• Music from different parts of the world 

• Playing in a band together 

• Nature: the sun 

• Identity and accepting one another 

Year 3 Year 3 Unit 1 - How Does 

Music Bring Us Close 

Together? 

Year 3 Unit 2 - What 

Stories Does Music Tell 

Us About The Past? 

Year 3 Unit 3 - How 

Does Music Help To 

Make The World A 

Better Place? 

Year 3 Unit 4 - How 

Does Music Help Us 

To Get To Know 

Our Community? 

Year 3 Unit 5 - How 

Does Music Make A 

Difference To Us 

Everyday? 

Year 3 Unit 6 - How 

Does Music Connect 

Us With Our Planet? 

Overview Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 100 bpm 

(Andante, a 

walking pace) 

• Time Signature: 

4/4 (4 crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, crotchets, 

quavers and their 

rests 

• Key Signature: G 

major (1 sharp) 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using the 

notes G A B 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 104 bpm 

(Andante, a 

walking pace) 

• Time Signature: 

2/4 (2 crotchets 

in every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, 

crotchets, 

quavers and their 

rests 

• Key Signature: C 

major (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using the 

notes C D E 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 112 bpm 

(Moderato, a 

moderate speed) 

• Time Signature: 

3/4 (3 crotchets 

in every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, 

crotchets, 

quavers and their 

rests 

• Key Signature: F 

major (1 flat) 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using 

the notes F G A 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 92 

bpm 

(Andante, a 

walking 

pace) 

• Time 

Signature: 

4/4 (4 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using 

minims, 
crotchets, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

A minor (no 

sharps/flats) 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 104 

bpm 

(Andante, a 

walking 

pace) 

• Time 

Signature: 

3/4 (3 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using 
minims, 

crotchets, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

C major (no 

sharps/flats) 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 92 

bpm 

(Andante, a 

walking 

pace) 

• Time 

Signature: 

2/4 (2 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using 
minims, 

crotchets, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

F major (1 

flat) 



 
 

 

Home Is Where The Heart 

Is Joanna Mangona  

Country  

2020/21  

 

Hallelujah Chorus From 

Messiah  

George Frideric Handel 

Baroque  

1741 3  

 

Let’s Work It Out Together 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

The Loco-Motion  

Gerry Goffin and Carole 

King, with Little Eva  

Pop  

1962  

 

Please Be Kind  

Joanna Mangona  

Pop  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 100bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Genre 

Date 

 

Love What We Do  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Disco  

2020/21  

 

Let’s Groove  

Earth, Wind and Fire 

Disco/Funk  

1981  

 

When The Saints Go 

Marchin’ In  

Unknown  

Jazz: New Orleans Early 

1900s  

 

Jaws: Main Theme  

John Williams  

Film Music  

1975  

 

My Bonnie Lies Over The 

Ocean  

Unknown  

Folk: Sea Shanty 

Unknown 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 104bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

 

Your Imagination  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Disco Fever  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Disco 2020/21  

 

You’re A Shining Star 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Pop: Ballad  

2020/21  

 

Amazing Grace  

John Newton  

Soul  

1779  

 

Music Makes The World 

Go Round  

Rick Coates  

Musicals  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 112bpm Time 

Signature: 3/4 Key 

Signature: F major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets and 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes A B C 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Friendship Song 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

A Night On The 

Bare Mountain 

Modest Mussorgsky 

Romantic  

1867  

 

Family Joanna 

Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Rock  

2020/21  

 

Double Beat Song 

Jen and Jermaine 

White Bull  

Native American 

2021  

 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes C D E 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

He’s Got The Whole 

World In His Hands  

Unknown  

Gospel  

Unknown (first 

published 1927) 2  

 

Porgy and Bess: Act 

1, Summertime 

George Gershwin 

Musicals  

1934  

 

Why Does Music 

Make A Difference? 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor Jazz  

2020/21  

 

The Young Person’s 

Guide To The 

Orchestra  

Benjamin Britten 

20th Century 

Orchestral  

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes F G A 

 

Key knowledge: 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Michael Row The 

Boat Ashore 

Unknown  

Gospel  

c. 1860 2  

 

The Nutcracker 

Suite, Op. 71A - 

Dance Of The Reed 

Flutes Pyotr Ilyich 

Tchaikovsky 

Romantic  

1892  

The Dragon Song 

Joanna Mangona 

and Pete Readman 

Pop  

2020/21  

 

The Firebird Suite 

Igor Stravinsky 20th 

Century Orchestral  

1910  

 

Follow Me  



 
 

Minims, crotchets and 

quavers. Melodic patterns: 

G, A, B 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 Tempo: 104bpm 

Time Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Improvise section using: C, 

D, E, G, A 

 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets and 

quavers. Melodic patterns: 

C, D, E 

mprovise Together - © 

Copyright 2021 Charanga 

Ltd Page 4 of 8 Activity 1 

- As Unit 1 

quavers. Melodic 

patterns: F, G, A 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 Tempo: 

100bpm Time Signature: 

4/4 Key Signature: G 

major Improvise section 

using: G, A, B, C, D 

Come On Over 

Joanna Mangona 

Gospel  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 92bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Rhythmic patterns 

using: Minims, 

crotchets and 

quavers. Melodic 

patterns: A, B, C 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 - As Unit 

3 

 

1945  

 

Panda Extravaganza 

Rick Coates  

Hip Hop  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 104bpm 

Time Signature: 3/4 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets 

and quavers. 

Melodic patterns: C, 

D, E 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 3 Tempo: 

92bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: F major 

Improvise section 

using: F, G, A, C, D 

Joanna Mangona 

Hip Hop  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 92bpm 

Time Signature: 2/4 

Key Signature: F 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets, 

and quavers. 

Melodic patterns: F, 

G, A 

Improvise Together 

- Activity 3 - As 

Unit 5 

Vocabulary A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 



 
 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Progression of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Musicianship: Understanding Music 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, F major, G major and A minor. 

In the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4. 

Find and keep a steady beat. 

Copy back and improvise simple rhythmic patterns using minims, crotchets, quavers and their 

rests. 

Copy back and improvise simple melodic patterns using the notes: 

C, D, E 

G, A, B 

F, G, A 

A, B, C 

Listening: Respond/Analyse 

Share your thoughts and feelings about the music together. 

Find the beat or groove of the music. 

Walk, move or clap a steady beat with others, changing the speed of the beat as the tempo of the 

music changes. 

Invent different actions to move in time with the music. 



 
 

Talk about what the song or piece of music means. 

Identify some instruments you can hear playing. 

Identify if it’s a male or female voice singing the song. 

Talk about the style of the music. 

Singing  

Sing as part of a choir. 

Sing a widening range of unison songs, of varying styles and structures. 

Demonstrate good singing posture. 

Perform actions confidently and in time to a range of action songs. 

Sing songs from memory and/or from notation. 

Sing with awareness of following the beat. 

Sing with attention to clear diction. 

Sing expressively, with attention to the meaning of the words. 

Sing in unison. 

Understand and follow the leader or conductor. 

Copy back simple melodic phrases using the voice. 

Notation  

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using symbols and 

any appropriate means of notation. 

Explore standard notation, using minims, semibreves, dotted crotchets, crotchets, quavers and 

semiquavers, and simple combinations of: 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

F, G, A, B♭, C 

G, A, B, C, D, E 

E, F♯, G♯, A, B 

Read and respond to semibreves, minims, crotchets and paired quavers. 

Identify: 

 • Stave 

 • Treble clef 

 • Time signature 

 • Lines and spaces on the stave 

Identify and understand the differences between crotchets and paired quavers. 

Apply spoken word to rhythms, understanding how to link each syllable to one musical note. 

Playing Instruments  

Rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear or from notation, in C major, 

F major, G major and E major. 

Develop facility in playing tuned percussion or a melodic instrument, such as a violin or recorder. 

Playing the Recorder  

Rehearse and learn a simple instrumental part by ear or from notation, using the notes C, D, E, F, 



 
 

F♯, G, G♯, A, B and B♭. 

Creating: Improvising Explore improvisation within a major scale using the notes: 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, F, G 

C, D, E, G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, D, E 

G, A, B, C, D 

F, G, A 

F, G, A, C, D 

Become more skilled in improvising (using voices, tuned and untuned percussion, and instruments 

played in whole-class/group/individual/instrumental teaching), inventing short ‘on-the-spot’ 

responses using a limited note-range. 

Compose over a simple groove. 

Compose over a drone. 

Structure musical ideas (eg using echo or 'Question and Answer' phrases) to create music that has 

a beginning, middle and end. 

Creating: Composing Create music and/or sound effects in response to music and video stimulus. 

Use music technology, if available, to capture, change and combine sounds. 

Compose over a simple chord progression. 

Compose over a simple groove. 

Compose over a drone. 

Start to use simple structures within compositions, eg introduction, verse, chorus or AB form. 

Use simple dynamics. 

Compose song accompaniments on tuned and untuned percussion, using known rhythms and 

note values. 

Create a simple melody using crotchets, minims and perhaps paired quavers: 

C, D 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, G 

C, D, E, G, A 

Start and end on the note C (Pentatonic on C) 

C, D 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, F 

C, D, E, F, G 

Start and end on the note C (C major) 

F, G 

F, G, A 



 
 

F, G, A, B♭ 

F, G, A, B♭, C 

Start and end on the note F (F major) 

G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, D 

G, A, B, D, E 

Start and end on the note G (Pentatonic on G) 

Performing  

Practise, rehearse and share a song that has been learned in the lesson, from memory or with 

notation, and with confidence. 

Play and perform melodies following staff notation, using a small range, as a whole class or in 

small groups. 

Include any actions, instrumental parts/improvisatory ideas/composed passages within the 

rehearsal and in the performance. 

Talk about what the song means and why it was chosen to share. 

Reflect on feelings about sharing and performing, eg excitement, nerves, enjoyment. 

Connecting Across the Curriculum 

Topics include: 

• Your place in your family 

• Making friends and understanding each other 

• Using your imagination 

• Life in different countries 

• The way people lived 

• Families 

• Nature, the environment 

• Connections with the past 

Year 4 Year 4 Unit 1 - How Does 

Music Bring Us Together? 

Year 4 Unit 2 - How Does 

Music Connect Us With 

The Past? 

Year 4 Unit 3 - How 

Does Music Make The 

World A Better Place? 

Year 4 Unit 4 - How 

Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Community? 

Year 4 Unit 5 - How 

Does Music Shape 

Our Way Of Life? 

Year 4 Unit 6 - How 

Does Music Connect 

Us With The 

Environment? 

Overview Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 112 bpm 

(Moderato, a 

moderate speed) 

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 97 bpm 

(Andante, a 

walking pace) 

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 150 bpm 

(Allegro, a fast 

pace) 

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 97 

bpm 

(Andante, a 

walking 

pace) 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 68 

bpm 

(Adagio, a 

slow pace) 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 114 

bpm 

(Moderato, 



 
 

• Time Signature: 

4/4 (4 crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers 

and their rests 

• Key Signature: C 

major (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using the 

notes C D E 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Hoedown  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral 

 2020/21  

 

Go Tell It On The Mountain 

Unknown  

Reggae  

1865  

 

I’m Always There  

Joanna Mangona  

Soul: Ballad  

2020/21  

• Time Signature: 

2/4 (2 crotchets 

in every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers, 

semiquavers and 

their rests 

• Key Signature: F 

major (1 flat) 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using the 

notes F G A 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Looking In The Mirror 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

It’s All About Love  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

• Time Signature: 

3/4 (3 crotchets 

in every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers and their 

rests 

• Key Signature: 

G major (1 

sharp) 

• Simple melodic 

patterns using 

the notes G A B 

 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Bringing Us Together 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

Disco  

2020  

 

Mambo From West Side 

Story  

Leonard Bernstein 

Musicals  

1957  

 

• Time 

Signature: 

2/4 (2 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using 

minims, 

dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers, 

semiquavers 

and their 

rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

G major (1 

sharp) 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using G A B 

D E 

 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

• Time 

Signature: 

4/4 (4 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using 

minims, 

crotchets, 

dotted 

quavers, 

quavers, 

semiquavers 

and their 

rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

A minor (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes A B C 

D E F G 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

You Can See It 

Through  

a moderate 

pace) 

• Time 

Signature: 

4/4 (4 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Simple 

rhythmic 

patterns 

using 

minims, 

dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

C major (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Simple 

melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes C D E 

G A 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Train Is A-Comin’  

Unknown  



 
 

 

Trick Or Treat  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020/21  

 

Martin Luther King  

Chris Madin  

R&B  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 112bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets and quavers. 

Melodic patterns: C, D, E 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 Tempo: 112bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Improvise section using: C, 

D, E, G, A 

Take Time In Life 

Unknown  

Folk  

Unknown  

 

Perdido  

Juan Tizol  

Jazz  

1941  

 

Scarborough Fair 

Unknown  

Folk  

Unknown 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 97bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: F major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers and 

semiquavers. Melodic 

patterns: F, G, A 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 - As Unit 1 

 

 

Old Joe Clark  

Unknown  

Folk  

Early 1900s  

 

Bachianas Brasileiras No. 

2 - The Little Train Of 

The Caipira  

Heitor Villa-Lobos  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

1930  

 

Dance With Me  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral 

 2020/21 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 150bpm Time 

Signature: 3/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets and quavers. 

Melodic patterns: G, A, B 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 Tempo: 

114bpm Time Signature: 

4/4 Key Signature: C 

major Improvise section 

using: C, D, E, G, A 

Let Your Spirit Fly 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

R&B  

2020/21  

 

Symphony No.5 4th 

Movement  

Ludwig van 

Beethoven  

Classical  

1808  

 

Frère Jacques 

Unknown  

Jazz  

Unknown 

 

On The Beautiful 

Blue Danube  

Johann Strauss II 

Romantic 1 

866  

 

The Other Side Of 

The Moon  

Joanna Mangona 

Rock  

2020/21 

 

Tempo: 97bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Rhythmic patterns 

using: Minims, 

dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers 

and semiquavers. 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Electronic Dance 

Music  

2020/21  

 

A Ceremony Of 

Carols  

Benjamin Britten 

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral / 

Choral  

1942  

 

Oh Happy Day 

Philip Doddridge 

Gospel  

Mid 1700s  

 

Romeo and Juliet, 

Overture-Fantasy 

Pyotr Ilyich 

Tchaikovsky 

Romantic  

1872  

 

A World Full Of 

Sound  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 20th 

and 21st Century 

Orchestral 2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

Gospel  

Unknown  

 

 O Euchari 

Hildegard von 

Bingen  

Choral  

1140  

 

The Octopus Slide 

Joanna Mangona 

and Brendan Reilly  

Funk  

2020  

 

Connect  

Joanna Mangona 

and Chris Taylor 

Electronic Dance 

Music  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 114bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, dotted 

crotchets, crotchets 

and quavers. 

Melodic patterns: C, 

D, E, G, A 



 
 

Melodic patterns: G, 

A, B, D, E 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 - As Unit 

3 

 

Tempo: 68bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Rhythmic patterns 

using: Minims, 

crotchets, dotted 

quavers, quavers and 

semiquavers. 

Melodic patterns: A, 

B, C, D, E, F, G 

 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 3 Tempo: 

68bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Improvise section 

using: A, B, C, D, E, 

F, G 

Improvise Together 

- Activity 3 - As 

Unit 5 

Vocabulary A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Beat 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Original 

Pitch 

Pulse 



 
 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Steady 

Structure 

Style 

Tempo 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

Progression of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Musicianship: Understanding Music 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, F major, G major and A minor. 

In the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4. 

Find and keep a steady beat. 

Listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of semibreves, minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, 

quavers, semiquavers and their rests, by ear or from notation. 

Copy back melodic patterns using the notes: 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, D, E 

F, G, A 

A, B, C, D, E, F, G 

Listening: Respond/Analyse 

Talk about the words of a song. 

Think about why the song or piece of music was written. 

Find and demonstrate the steady beat. 

Identify 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 metre. 

Identify the tempo as fast, slow or steady. 

Recognise the style of music you are listening to. 

Discuss the structures of songs. 

Identify: 

 • Call and response 

 • A solo vocal or instrumental line and the rest of the ensemble 

 • A change in texture 

 • Articulation on certain words 

 • Programme music 

Explain what a main theme is and identify when it is repeated. 

Know and understand what a musical introduction is and its purpose. 



 
 

Recall by ear memorable phrases heard in the music. 

Identify major and minor tonality. 

Recognise the sound and notes of the pentatonic scale by ear and from notation. 

Describe legato and staccato. 

Recognise the following styles and any important musical features that distinguish the style: 20th 

and 21st Century Orchestral, Reggae, Soul, R&B, Pop, Folk, Jazz, Disco, Musicals, Classical, Rock, 

Gospel, Romantic, Choral, Funk and Electronic Dance Music. 

Singing  

Rehearse and learn songs from memory and/or with notation. 

Sing in different time signatures: 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4. 

Sing as part of a choir with awareness of size: the larger, the thicker and richer the musical texture. 

Demonstrate good singing posture. 

Demonstrate vowel sounds, blended sounds and consonants. 

Sing ‘on pitch' and 'in time'. 

Sing expressively, with attention to breathing and phrasing. 

Sing expressively, with attention to staccato and legato. 

Talk about the different styles of singing used for different styles of song. 

Talk about how the songs and their styles connect to the world.  

Notation  

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using symbols and 

any appropriate means of notation. 

Explore standard notation, using semibreves, minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, quavers and 

semiquavers, and simple combinations of: 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

F, G, A, B♭, C 

G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ 

D, E, F♯, G, A, B, C 

Read and respond to semibreves, minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, quavers and semiquavers. 

Identify: 

 • Stave 

 • Treble clef 

 • Time signature 

Identify and understand the differences between minims, crotchets, paired quavers and rests. 

Read and perform pitch notation within a range. 

Follow and perform simple rhythmic scores to a steady beat: maintain individual parts accurately 

within the rhythmic texture, achieving a sense of ensemble. 

Playing Instruments  

Rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear or from notation, in C major, 

F major, G major and D major. 



 
 

Playing the Recorder  

Rehearse and learn to play one of four differentiated instrumental parts by ear or from notation, in 

the tonal centres of C major, F major, G major and D major. 

Creating: Improvising  

Explore improvisation within a major scale using the notes: 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, G, A 

C, D, E, F, G 

D, E, F♯, A, B 

D, E, F, G, A 

Improvise on a limited range of pitches on the instrument you are now learning, making use of 

musical features, including smooth (legato) and detached (staccato) articulation. 

Improvise over a simple chord progression. 

Improvise over a groove. 

Creating: Composing  

Combine known rhythmic notation with letter names, to create short, pentatonic phrases using a 

limited range of five pitches, suitable for the instruments being learnt. 

Compose over a simple chord progression. 

Compose over a groove. 

Create music in response to music and video stimulus. 

Use music technology, if available, to capture, change and combine sounds. 

Start to use simple structures within compositions, eg introduction, verse, chorus or AB form. 

Use simple dynamics. 

Compose song accompaniments on tuned and untuned percussion, using known rhythms and 

note values. 

Create a melody using crotchets, minims, quavers and their rests. Use a pentatonic scale: 

C, D 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, G 

C, D, E, G, A 

Start and end on the note C (Pentatonic on C) 

C, D 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, F 

C, D, E, F, G 

Start and end on the note C (C major) 

A, B 

A, B, C 

A, B, C, D 



 
 

A, B, C, D, E 

Start and end on the note A (A minor) 

D, E 

D, E, F 

D, E, F, G 

D, E, F, G, A 

Start and end on the note D (D minor) 

G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, D 

G, A, B, D, E 

Start and end on the note G (Pentatonic on G) 

Performing  

Rehearse and enjoy the opportunity to share what has been learned in the lessons. 

Perform, with confidence, a song from memory or using notation. 

Play and perform melodies following staff notation, using a small range, as a whole class or in 

small groups. 

Include instrumental parts/improvisatory sections/composed passages within the rehearsal and 

performance. 

Explain why the song was chosen, including its composer and the historical and cultural context of 

the song. 

Communicate the meaning of the words and articulate them clearly. 

Use the structure of the song to communicate its mood and meaning in the performance. 

Talk about what the rehearsal and performance has taught the student. 

Understand how the individual fits within the larger group ensemble. 

Reflect on the performance and how well it suited the occasion. 

Discuss and respond to any feedback; consider how future performances might be different. 

Connecting Across the Curriculum 

Topics include: 

• Friends and people we meet 

• How people and children used to live 

• Connecting with the past 

• Music from different cultures 

• Music and dancing 

• Music and freedom 

Year 5 Year 5 Unit 1 - How Does 

Music Bring Us Together? 

Year 5 Unit 2 - How Does 

Music Connect Us With 

The Past? 

Year 5 Unit 3 - How 

Does Music Make The 

World A Better Place? 

Year 5 Unit 4 - How 

Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Community? 

Year 5 Unit 5 - How 

Does Music Shape 

Our Way Of Life? 

Year 5 Unit 6 - How 

Does Music Connect 

Us With The 

Environment? 



 
 

Overview Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 128 bpm 

(Allegro, a fast 

pace) 

• Time Signature: 

4/4 (4 crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Rhythmic patterns 

using minims, 

dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers 

and their rests 

• Key Signature: A 

minor (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Melodic patterns 

using the notes A 

B C D E F# G 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Ghost Parade  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020/21  

 

Lively  

Quinn Mason  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020  

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 112 bpm 

(Moderato, a 

moderate pace) 

• Time Signature: 

2/4 (2 crotchets 

in every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, dotted 

quavers, quavers, 

semiquavers and 

their rests 

• Key Signature: F 

major (1 flat) 

• Melodic patterns 

using the notes F 

G A Bb C D E 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

The Sparkle In My Life 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Glassworks I. Opening 

Philip Glass  

Minimalism  

1981  

 Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 155 bpm 

(Allegro, fast, 

quick and bright) 

• Time Signature: 

3/4 (3 crotchets 

in every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns using 

dotted minims, 

minims, dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers and their 

rests 

• Key Signature: 

G major (1 

sharp) 

• Melodic patterns 

using the notes 

G A B C D E F# 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Freedom Is Coming 

Unknown  

South African  

Unknown  

 

Forever Always  

Mpumi Dhlamini  

Jazz: Contemporary  

2019  

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 180 

bpm 

(Presto, 

very fast) 

• Time 

Signature: 

6/8 (6 

quavers in 

every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns 

using dotted 

crotchets, 

triplet 

quavers, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key 

Signature: C 

major (No 

flats/sharps) 

• Melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes C D E 

F G A B 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Erie Canal  

Thomas Allen 

Reggae  

1905  

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 66 

bpm 

(Adagio, a 

slow pace) 

• Time 

Signature: 

3/4 (3 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns 

using dotted 

minims, 

minims, 

crotchets, 

quavers, 

semiquavers 

and their 

rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

D major (2 

sharps) 

• Melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes D E 

F# G A 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 120 

bpm 

(Moderato, 

a moderate 

pace) 

• Time 

Signature: 

5/4 (5 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns 

using 

minims, 

dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key 

Signatures: 

C major (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes C D E 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

You And Me Joanna 

Mangona and Chris 

Taylor Pop  



 
 

 

Words Can Hurt  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020/21  

 

His Eye Is On The Sparrow 

Charles H. Gabriel and 

Civilla D. Martin  

Gospel  

1905  

 

Joyful, Joyful  

Mervyn Edwin Warren and 

Henry van Dyke  

Gospel  

1907 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 128bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets and quavers. 

Melodic patterns: A, B, C, 

D, E, F♯, G 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 Tempo: 128bpm 

Time Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

 

Dreaming Of Mars  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020/21  

 

Macaroni Sundae  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Madin  

Rock ‘n’ Roll  

2020/21  

 

Get On Board  

John Chamberlain  

Gospel  

1863 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 112bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: F major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, dotted quavers, 

quavers, and semiquavers. 

Melodic patterns: F, G, A, 

B♭, C, D, E 

Improvise Together 

Activity 1 - As Unit 1 

 

All Over Again  

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020/21  

 

Free Deniece Williams, 

Hank Redd, Nathan Watts 

and Susaye  

Greene  

Pop  

1976  

 

Do You Ever Wonder? 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

2020/21 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 155bpm Time 

Signature: 3/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Dotted minims, minims, 

dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers. 

Melodic patterns: G, A, 

B, C, D, E, F♯  

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 Tempo: 

112bpm Time Signature: 

 

Dances In The 

Canebrakes No.2, 

Tropical Moon 

Florence Price  

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

1953  

 

Heroes  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Star Wars Episode 

IV: A New Hope 

John Williams  

Film Music  

1977  

 

Happy To Be Me 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman  

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

Tempo: 180bpm 

Time Signature: 6/8 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Look Into The Night 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor Pop  

2020/21  

 

The Lark Ascending 

Ralph Vaughan 

Williams  

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

1923  

 

Breathe  

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 20th 

and 21st Century 

Orchestral 2020/21  

 

Stay Connected 

Supaman  

Hip Hop  

2020  

 

Keeping Time 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman Funk  

2020/21 

 

Tempo: 66bpm Time 

Signature: 3/4 Key 

Signature: D major 

Rhythmic patterns 

using: Dotted 

minims, minims, 

crotchets, quavers, 

and semiquavers. 

2020/21  

 

The Song Of 

Hiawatha: Overture 

Op. 30 Samuel 

Coleridge-Taylor  

Romantic  

1900  

 

A Bright Sunny Day  

Joanna Mangona 

and Pete Readman 

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

2020/21  

 

Central Park In The 

Dark  

Charles Ives  

20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

1906  

 

I’m Forever 

Blowing Bubbles 

John Kellette 

Musicals 1918 

 

Tempo: 120bpm 

Time Signature: 5/4 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, dotted 

crotchets, crotchets, 

quavers. Melodic 

patterns: C, D, E 

 



 
 

Improvise section using: A, 

B, C, D, E, F♯, G 

2/4 Key Signature: F 

major Improvise section 

using: F, G, A, B♭, C, D, 

E 

Dotted crotchets, 

triplet quavers, and 

quavers. Melodic 

patterns: C, D, E, F, 

G, A, B  

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 - As Unit 

3 

Melodic patterns: D, 

E, F♯, G, A  

Improvise Together - 

Activity 3 Tempo: 

120bpm Time 

Signature: 6/8 Key 

Signature: C major 

Improvise section 

using: C, D, E, F, G, 

A, B 

Improvise Together 

- Activity 3 - As 

Unit 5 

Vocabulary A capella 

Appraise 

Backing 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Pitch 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

A capella 

Appraise 

Backing 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Pitch 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

A capella 

Appraise 

Backing 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Pitch 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

A capella 

Appraise 

Backing 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Pitch 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

A capella 

Appraise 

Backing 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Pitch 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Vocals 

 

A capella 

Appraise 

Backing 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Composition 

Cover 

Duet 

Dynamics 

Ensemble 

Improvisation 

Instrumental 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Notation 

Pitch 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Verse 

Vocals 

 



 
 

Progression of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Musicianship:Understanding Music 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, G major, D major, F major and A minor. 

In the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and 6/8. 

Find and keep a steady beat. 

Listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of dotted minims, minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, 

dotted quavers, triplet quavers, quavers, semiquavers and their rests, by ear or from notation. 

Copy back melodic patterns using the notes: 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

D, E, F♯, G, A 

A, B, C, D, E, F♯, G 

F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E 

G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ 

Listening: Respond/Analyse 

Talk about feelings created by the music. 

Justify a personal opinion with reference to Musical Elements. 

Find and demonstrate the steady beat. 

Identify 2/4, 3/4, 6/8 and 5/4 metre. 

Identify the musical style of a song or piece of music. 

Identify instruments by ear and through a range of media. 

Discuss the structure of the music with reference to verse, chorus, bridge, repeat signs, chorus and 

final chorus, improvisation, call and response, and AB form. 

Explain a bridge passage and its position in a song. 

Recall by ear memorable phrases heard in the music. 

Identify major and minor tonality. 

Recognise the sound and notes of the pentatonic and Blues scales, by ear and from notation. 

Explain the role of a main theme in musical structure. 

Know and understand what a musical introduction is and its purpose. 

Explain rapping. 

Recognise the following styles and any key musical features that distinguish the style: 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral, Gospel, Pop, Minimalism, Rock n' Roll, South African, Contemporary Jazz, 

Reggae, Film Music, Hip Hop, Funk, Romantic and Musicals. 

Singing  

Rehearse and learn songs from memory and/or with notation. 

Sing in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 and 6/8 time. 

Sing in unison and parts, and as part of a smaller group. 

Sing ‘on pitch' and 'in time'. 

Sing a second part in a song. 



 
 

Self-correct if lost or out of time. 

Sing expressively, with attention to breathing and phrasing. 

Sing expressively, with attention to dynamics and articulation. 

Develop confidence as a soloist. 

Talk about the different styles of singing used for different styles of song. 

Talk confidently about how connected you feel to the music and how it connects in the world. 

Respond to a leader or conductor. 

Notation  

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using symbols and 

any appropriate means of notation. 

Explore standard notation, using minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, quavers and semiquavers, and 

simple combinations of: 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E 

G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ 

C, G, A♭, B♭ 

G, G♯, A, B♭, C 

D, E, F, G, A, B, C 

E♭, F, G, A♭, B♭, C, D♭ 

Identify: 

 • Stave 

 • Treble clef 

 • Time signature 

Read and respond to minims, crotchets, quavers, dotted quavers and semiquavers. 

Recognise how notes are grouped when notated. 

Identify the stave and symbols on the stave (such as the treble clef), the name of the notes on lines 

and in spaces, barlines, a flat sign and a sharp sign. 

Further understand the differences between semibreves, minims, crotchets and crotchet rests, 

paired quavers and semiquavers. 

Understand the differences between 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 time signatures. 

Read and perform pitch notation within an octave (eg C–C′/do–do). 

Playing Instruments  

Rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear or from notation, in C major, F 

major, G major, E♭ major, C minor and D minor. 

Play melodies on tuned percussion, melodic instruments or keyboards, following staff notation 

written on one stave and using notes within the middle C–C′/do–do range. This should initially be 

done as a whole class, with greater independence gained each lesson through smaller group 

performance. 



 
 

Playing the Recorder  

Rehearse and learn to play one of four differentiated instrumental parts by ear or from notation, in 

the tonal centres of C major, F major, G major, E♭ major, C minor and D minor. 

Creating: Improvising  

Explore improvisation within a major scale, using the notes: 

C, D, E♭, F, G 

C, D, E, F, G 

C, D, E, G, A 

F, G, A, B♭, C 

D, E, F, G, A 

Improvise over a simple groove, responding to the beat and creating a satisfying melodic shape. 

Experiment with using a wider range of dynamics, including very loud (fortissimo), very quiet 

(pianissimo), moderately loud (mezzo forte) and moderately quiet (mezzo piano). 

Creating: Composing  

Create music in response to music and video stimulus. 

Use music technology, if available, to capture, change and combine sounds. 

Start to use structures within compositions, eg introduction, multiple verse and chorus sections, AB 

form or ABA form (ternary form). 

Use chords to compose music to evoke a specific atmosphere, mood or environment. 

Use simple dynamics. 

Use rhythmic variety. 

Compose song accompaniments, perhaps using basic chords. 

Use a wider range of dynamics, including fortissimo (very loud), pianissimo (very quiet), mezzo forte 

(moderately loud) and mezzo piano (moderately quiet). 

Use full scales in different keys. 

Understand how chord triads are formed and play them on tuned percussion, melodic instruments 

or keyboards. Perform simple, chordal accompaniments. 

Create a melody using crotchets, quavers and minims, and perhaps semibreves and semiquavers, 

plus all equivalent rests. Use a pentatonic and a full scale. Use major and minor tonality: 

F, G 

F, G, A 

F, G, A, B♭ 

F, G, A, B♭, C 

Start and end on the note F (F major) 

G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, C 

G, A, B, C, D 



 
 

Start and end on the note G (G major) 

G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, D 

G, A, B, D, E 

Start and end on the note G (Pentatonic on G) 

D, E 

D, E, F 

D, E, F, G 

D, E, F, G, A 

Start and end on the note D (D minor) 

E♭, F 

E♭, F, G 

E♭, F, G, B♭ 

E♭, F, G, B♭, C 

Start and end on the note E♭ (E♭ major) 

Performing  

Create, rehearse and present a holistic performance for a specific purpose, for a friendly but 

unknown audience. 

Perhaps perform in smaller groups, as well as the whole class. 

Perform a range of repertoire pieces and arrangements combining acoustic instruments, to form 

mixed ensembles, including a school orchestra. 

Perform from memory or with notation, with confidence and accuracy. 

Include instrumental parts/improvisatory sections/composed passages within the rehearsal and 

performance. 

Explain why the song was chosen, including its composer and the historical and cultural context of 

the song. 

A student leads part of the rehearsal and part of the performance. 

Record the performance and compare it to a previous performance; explain how well the 

performance communicated the mood of each piece. 

Discuss and talk musically about the strengths and weaknesses of a performance. 

Collect feedback from the audience and reflect how future performances might be different. 

Connecting Across the Curriculum 

Topics include: 

• School 

• Heroes 

• The solar system 

• Space 



 
 

• Freedom 

Year 6 Year 6 Unit 1 - How Does 

Music Bring Us Together? 

Year 6 Unit 2 - How Does 

Music Connect Us With 

The Past? 

Year 6 Unit 3 - How 

Does Music Make The 

World A Better Place? 

ear 6 Unit 4 - How 

Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Community? 

Year 6 Unit 5 - How 

Does Music Shape 

Our Way Of Life? 

Year 6 Unit 6 - How 

Does Music Connect 

Us With The 

Environment? 

Overview Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 66 bpm 

(Adagio, a slow 

pace) 

• Time Signature: 

2/4 (2 crotchets in 
every bar) 

• Rhythmic patterns 

using minims, 

crotchets, quavers, 

semiquavers and 

their rests 

• Key Signature: C 

major (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Melodic patterns 

using the notes C 

D E F G A B 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Do What You Want To 

Joanna Mangona and Chris 

Taylor  

Soul  

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 66 bpm 

(Adagio, a slow 

pace) 

• Time Signature: 

3/4 (3 crotchets 
in every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, dotted 

quavers, quavers, 

semiquavers and 

their rests 

• Key Signature: A 

minor (no 

sharps/flats) 

• Melodic patterns 

using the notes A 

B C D E F G 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

My Best Friend  

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 68 bpm 

(Adagio, a slow 

pace) 

• Time Signature: 

4/4 (4 crotchets 
in every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers, 

semiquavers and 

their rests 

• Key Signature: 

D major (2 

sharps) 

• Melodic patterns 

using the notes 

D E F# G A B 

C# 

 

 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

Key knowledge: 

• Tempo: 116 

bpm 

(Moderato, 

a moderate 

pace) 

• Time 

Signature: 

5/4 (5 

crotchets in 

every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns 

using 

minims, 

dotted 

crotchets, 

crotchets, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key 

Signature: 

G major (1 

sharp) 

• Melodic 

patterns 

using the 

notes G A B 

C D E F# 

 

 

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 76 bpm 

(Adagio, a slow 

pace) 

• Time Signature: 
6/8 (6 quavers in 

every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns using 

dotted crotchets, 

triplet quavers, 

quavers and 

their rests 

• Key Signature: 

D minor (1 flat) 

• Melodic patterns 

using the notes 

D E F G A 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Wake Up! Joanna 

Mangona and Chris 

Taylor  

Hip Hop  

2020/21  

Key knowledge: 

 

• Tempo: 66 bpm 

(Adagio, a slow 

pace) 

• Time Signature: 
2/4 (2 crotchets 

in every bar) 

• Rhythmic 

patterns using 

minims, 

crotchets, 

quavers, 

semiquavers 

and their rests 

• Key Signature: 

C major (No 

flats/sharps) 

• Melodic 

patterns using 

the notes C D E 

F G A B 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Heal The Earth 

Joanna Mangona 



 
 

2020/21  

 

Fanfare For The Common 

Man  

Aaron Copland  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

1942  

 

It’s All About Love  

Joanna Mangona and Chris 

Taylor  

Pop  

2020/21  

 

Let’s Write A Song  

Joanna Mangona and Chris 

Madin Pop  

2020/21  

 

Sunshine On A Rainy Day 

Joanna Mangona and Chris 

Taylor  

Soul  

2020 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 66bpm Time 

Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, crotchets, quavers, 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Soul  

2020/21  

 

Why  

Supaman  

Hip Hop  

2020  

 

Singing Swinging Star 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Madin  

Jazz: Swing  

2020/21  

 

The Rite Of Spring, Pt. 1 

Adoration Of The Earth - 

No. 1 Introduction  

Igor Stravinsky  

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral  

1913 

 

Roll Alabama  

Unknown  

Rock  

1800s 

 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 66bpm Time 

Signature: 3/4 Key 

Signature: A minor 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

 

Disco Fever  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Disco  

2020/21  

 

1812 Overture  

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

Romantic  

1812  

 

La Bamba  

Unknown  

Rock  

Unknown  

 

Hondo (War)  

Kudaushe Matimba and 

Harare Music 

Zimbabwean Pop  

2020  

 

Vakuru (Elders)  

Kudaushe Matimba and 

Harare Music 

Zimbabwean Pop  

2019  

 

Change  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

R&B  

2020/21 

 

Song 

Composer 

Genre 

Date 

 

Let’s Rock  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Rock  

2020/21  

 

Mazurkas, Op.24 

Frédéric Chopin 

Romantic  

1836  

 

Simple Gifts  

Joseph Brackett  

Folk  

1848  

 

Danny Boy  

Frederic Weatherly 

Folk  

1913  

 

Friendship Should 

Never End  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor  

Pop  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

 

We Shall Overcome 

Unknown  

Gospel  

Unknown  

 

Down By The 

Riverside  

Unknown  

Gospel  

Mid 1800s 

 

You Belong With 

Me  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor Soul  

2020/21  

 

Dance The Night 

Away  

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor Salsa 2 

020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 76bpm Time 

Signature: 6/8 Key 

Signature: D minor 

Rhythmic patterns 

using: Dotted 

crotchets, triplet 

quavers, and 

quavers. Melodic 

and Chris Taylor 

Reggae  

2020/21  

 

My Funny Valentine  

Richard Rodgers 

Musicals  

1937  

 

Let’s Go Surfin’ 

Joanna Mangona 

and Chris Taylor 

Pop  

2020/21   

 

Main Title Theme 

From Schindler’s 

List  

John Williams Film 

Music  

1993  

 

So Amazing Joanna 

Mangona and Chris 

Taylor Soul  

2020/21 

 

Musicianship 

(including playing, 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 66bpm 

Time Signature: 2/4 

Key Signature: C 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 



 
 

and semiquavers. Melodic 

patterns: C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 Tempo: 66bpm 

Time Signature: 2/4 Key 

Signature: C major 

Improvise section using: C, 

D, E, F, G, A, B 

Minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, dotted quavers, 

quavers, and semiquavers. 

Melodic patterns: A, B, C, 

D, E, F, G 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 1 - As Unit 1 

Musicianship (including 

playing, composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 68bpm Time 

Signature: 4/4 Key 

Signature: D major 

Rhythmic patterns using: 

Minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers, and 

semiquavers. Melodic 

patterns: D, E, F♯, G, A, 

B, C♯ 

I m p r o v i s e To g e t h 

e r - A c t i v i t y 2 Te m 

p o : 6 6 b p m T i m e S i 

g n a t u r e : 2 / 4 K e y S 

i g n a t u r e : C m a j o r 

I m p r o v i s e s e c t i o 

n u s i n g : C, D, E, F, G, 

A, B 

composing and 

improvising) 

 

Tempo: 116bpm 

Time Signature: 5/4 

Key Signature: G 

major Rhythmic 

patterns using: 

Minims, dotted 

crotchets, crotchets, 

and quavers. Melodic 

patterns: G, A, B, C, 

D, E, F♯ 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 2 - As Unit 

3 

patterns: D, E, F, G, 

A 

Improvise Together - 

Activity 3 Tempo: 

116bpm Time 

Signature: 5/4 Key 

Signature: G major 

Improvise section 

using: G, A, B, C, D, 

E, F♯ 

Minims, crotchets, 

quavers and 

semiquavers. 

Melodic patterns: C, 

D, E, F, G, A, B 

Improvise Together 

- Activity 3 - As 

Unit 5 

Vocabulary A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Coda 

Cover 

Dynamics 

Ending 

Ensemble 

Groove 

Harmony 

Hook 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Coda 

Cover 

Dynamics 

Ending 

Ensemble 

Groove 

Harmony 

Hook 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Coda 

Cover 

Dynamics 

Ending 

Ensemble 

Groove 

Harmony 

Hook 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Coda 

Cover 

Dynamics 

Ending 

Ensemble 

Groove 

Harmony 

Hook 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Coda 

Cover 

Dynamics 

Ending 

Ensemble 

Groove 

Harmony 

Hook 

A capella 

Appraising 

Arrangement 

Backing 

Balance 

Bridge 

Chorus 

Coda 

Cover 

Dynamics 

Ending 

Ensemble 

Groove 

Harmony 

Hook 



 
 

Introduction 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Offbeat 

Original 

Ostinato 

Performing 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Riff 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Timbre 

Verse 

Band 

Crossover 

Notation 

Pentatonic scale 

Pitch 

Riff 

Introduction 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Offbeat 

Original 

Ostinato 

Performing 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Riff 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Timbre 

Verse 

Band 

Crossover 

Notation 

Pentatonic scale 

Pitch 

Riff 

Introduction 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Offbeat 

Original 

Ostinato 

Performing 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Riff 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Timbre 

Verse 

Band 

Crossover 

Notation 

Pentatonic scale 

Pitch 

Riff 

Introduction 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Offbeat 

Original 

Ostinato 

Performing 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Riff 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Timbre 

Verse 

Band 

Crossover 

Notation 

Pentatonic scale 

Pitch 

Riff 

Introduction 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Offbeat 

Original 

Ostinato 

Performing 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Riff 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Timbre 

Verse 

Band 

Crossover 

Notation 

Pentatonic scale 

Pitch 

Riff 

Introduction 

Lyrics 

Melody 

Offbeat 

Original 

Ostinato 

Performing 

Phrase 

Pre-chorus 

Pulse/beat 

Rhythm 

Riff 

Solo 

Style 

Tempo 

Texture 

Timbre 

Verse 

Band 

Crossover 

Notation 

Pentatonic scale 

Pitch 

Riff 

Progression of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Musicianship: Understanding Music 

Use body percussion, instruments and voices. 

In the key centres of: C major, G major, D major, A minor and D minor. 

In the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and 6/8. 

Find and keep a steady beat. 

Listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, dotted quavers, 

triplet quavers, quavers, semiquavers and their rests, by ear or from notation. 

Copy back melodic patterns using the notes: 

D, E, F, G, A 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ 

D, E, F♯, G, A, B, C♯ 

A, B, C, D, E, F, G 

Listening: Respond/Analyse 

Talk about feelings created by the music. 



 
 

Justify a personal opinion with reference to Musical Elements. 

Identify 2/4, 4/4, 3/4, 6/8 and 5/4. 

Identify the musical style of a song using some musical vocabulary to discuss its Musical Elements. 

Identify the following instruments by ear and through a range of media: bass guitar, electric guitar, 

percussion, sections of the orchestra such as brass, woodwind and strings, electric organ, congas, 

pianos and synthesizers, and vocal techniques such as scat singing. 

Discuss the structure of the music with reference to verse, chorus, bridge and an instrumental 

break. 

Explain a bridge passage and its position in a song. 

Recall by ear memorable phrases heard in the music. 

Identify major and minor tonality, chord triads I, IV and V, and intervals within a major scale. 

Explain the role of a main theme in musical structure. 

Know and understand what a musical introduction and outro is, and its purpose. 

Identify the sound of a Gospel choir and soloist, Rock band, symphony orchestra and A Cappella 

groups. 

Recognise the following styles and any key musical features that distinguish the style: 20th and 

21st Century Orchestral, Soul, Pop, Hip Hop, Jazz: Swing, Rock, Disco, Romantic, Zimbabwean 

Pop, R&B, Folk, Gospel, Salsa, Reggae, Musicals and Film Music. 

Singing  

Rehearse and learn songs from memory and/or with notation. 

Sing a broad range of songs as part of a choir, including those that involve syncopated rhythms, 

with a good sense of ensemble and performance. This should include observing rhythm, phrasing, 

accurate pitching and appropriate style. 

Continue to sing in parts where appropriate. 

Sing in 2/4, 4/4, 3/4, 5/4 and 6/8. 

Sing with and without an accompaniment. 

Sing syncopated melodic patterns. 

Demonstrate and maintain good posture and breath control whilst singing. 

Sing expressively, with attention to breathing and phrasing. 

Sing expressively, with attention to dynamics and articulation. 

Lead a singing rehearsal. 

Talk about the different styles of singing used for the different styles of songs sung in this year. 

Discuss with others how connected you are to the music and songs, and how the songs and 

styles are connected to the world.  

Notation  

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, and long and short sounds, using symbols and 

any appropriate means of notation. 

Explore standard notation, using dotted semibreves, dotted minims, minims, triplet crotchets, 

dotted crotchets, crotchets, dotted quavers, quavers and semiquavers, and simple combinations 



 
 

of: 

C, D, E, F, G, A, B 

F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E 

F, G, A♭, B♭, C, D, E♭ 

G, A, B♭, C, D, E, F 

G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ 

D, E, F, G, A 

D, E, F♯, A, B, C♯ 

E, F♯, G, G♯, A, B, C, C♯ 

E♭, F, G, A♭, B♭, C, D 

Identify: 

 • Stave 

 • Treble clef 

 • Time signature 

Read and respond to minims, crotchets, quavers, dotted quavers and semiquavers. 

Recognise how notes are grouped when notated. 

Identify the stave and symbols on the stave (such as the treble clef), the name of the notes on 

lines and in spaces, barlines, a flat sign and a sharp sign. 

Playing Instruments  

Rehearse and learn to play one of four differentiated instrumental parts by ear or from notation, in 

the tonal centres of C major, F major, G major, D major, E major, A major, E♭ major, D minor and F 

minor. 

Play a melody following staff notation written on one stave and using notes within an octave range 

(do–do); make decisions about dynamic range, including very loud (fortissimo), very quiet 

(pianissimo), moderately loud (mezzo forte) and moderately quiet (mezzo piano). 

Playing the Recorder  

Rehearse and learn to play one of four differentiated instrumental parts by ear or from notation, in 

the tonal centres of C major, F major, G major, D major, E major, A major, E♭ major, D minor and F 

minor. 

Creating: Improvising  

Explore improvisation within a major scale, using the notes: 

C, D, E, F, G 

G, A, B♭, C, D 

G, A, B, C, D 

F, G, A, C, D 

Improvise over a groove, responding to the beat, creating a satisfying melodic shape with varied 

dynamics and articulation. 

Creating: Composing  



 
 

Plan and compose an 8 or 16-beat melodic phrase, using the pentatonic scale (eg C, D, E, G, A), 

and incorporate rhythmic variety and interest. Play this melody on available tuned percussion 

and/or orchestral instruments. Notate this melody. 

Either of these melodies can be enhanced with rhythmic or simple chordal accompaniment. 

Create a simple chord progression. 

Compose a ternary (ABA form) piece; use available music software/apps to create and record it, 

discussing how musical contrasts are achieved. 

Create music in response to music and video stimulus. 

Use music technology, if available, to capture, change and combine sounds. 

Start to use structures within compositions, eg introduction, multiple verse and chorus sections, 

AB form or ABA form (ternary form). 

Use simple dynamics. 

Use rhythmic variety. 

Compose song accompaniments, perhaps using basic chords. 

Use a wider range of dynamics, including fortissimo (very loud), pianissimo (very quiet), mezzo 

forte (moderately loud) and mezzo piano (moderately quiet). 

Use full scales in different keys. 

Create a melody using crotchets, quavers and minims, and perhaps semibreves and semiquavers, 

and all equivalent rests. Use a pentatonic and a full scale. Use major and minor tonality: 

C, D 

C, D, E 

C, D, E, F 

C, D, E, F, G 

Start and end on the note C (C major) 

G, A 

G, A, B 

G, A, B, D 

G, A, B, D, E 

Start and end on the note G (Pentatonic on G) 

D, E 

D, E, F 

D, E, F, G 

D, E, F, G, A 

Start and end on the note D (D minor) 

F, G 

F, G, A 

F, G, A, C 

F, G, A, C, D 

Start and end on the note F (Pentatonic on F) 



 
 

F, G 

F, G, A♭ 

F, G, A♭, B♭ 

F, G, A♭, B♭, C 

Start and end on the note F (F minor) 

Performing  

Create, rehearse and present a holistic performance for a specific event, for an unknown 

audience. 

Perform a range of songs as a choir in school assemblies, school performance opportunities and 

to a wider audience. 

Create, rehearse and present a holistic performance, with a detailed understanding of the musical, 

cultural and historical contexts. 

Perform from memory or with notation. 

Understand the value of choreographing any aspect of a performance. 

A student or a group of students rehearse and lead parts of the performance. 

Understand the importance of the performing space and how to use it. 

Record the performance and compare it to a previous performance. 

Collect feedback from the audience and reflect how the audience believed in the performance. 

Discuss how the performance might change if it was repeated in a larger/smaller performance 

space. 

Connecting Across the Curriculum 

Topics include: 

• Understanding feelings 

• Friendship, kindness and respect 

• Standing up for democracy and eliminating oppression 

• Knowing our cultural roots 

• Engaging to protect and care for our planet earth: ecosystems, recycling, etc 

 


