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Why is talk important?
1.  The gift of speech is the greatest gift you can give to your 

child, apart from the gifts of happiness and good health.

2.  We talk to get things we need or want:                                             
jobs, shopping, medical help, other help, friendship etcetera

3.  Talk is our language on paper. The better we can talk, the 
better we can write. We write to get things we want or need:                
jobs, shopping, help or advice, friendship etcetera.

4.  The more words we know and the richer the words we have, 
plus our confidence in using language for effect, influences 
how well we succeed in life.

What is Talk Homework?
1.  Once or twice a week I will bring home a 

TALK homework slip.

2.  The TALK homework slip will tell you 
what the talk topic for homework is. 
Please turn off the TV and spend ‘special’ 
time talking to me.

3.  Could we have at least two meals a week 
when the TV is turned off and we all sit down together to 
eat (if we do not already). Then we could have a good talk as 
well.

4.   The following are ways we could make our talk last longer 
and be more interesting:

���t��&BDI�HJWF�PVS�PXO�PQJOJPOT�PO�UIF�TVCKFDU

���t��6TF�UIF�ACFDBVTF��XPSE�UP�FYQMBJO�XIZ�XF�UIJOL�UIBU�

���t��%JTDVTT�XIZ�PUIFS�GBNJMZ�NFNCFST�OPU�QSFTFOU�NJHIU�IBWF�B�
different idea.

���t��6TF�UIF�ACFDBVTF��XPSE�UP�FYQMBJO�XIZ�UIFZ�NJHIU�IBWF�B�
different idea.

���t��:PV�DPVME�NBLF�MJOLT�XJUI�IPX�UIJOHT�XFSF�XIFO�ZPV�XFSF�
young, or when your parents were young.

���t��%JTDVTT�XIFUIFS�UIJOHT�NBZ�CF�EJòFSFOU�JO�UIF�GVUVSF�

What is a special bedtime?
1.  Once or twice a week, have a ‘special’ bedtime                        

(if bedtime is not like this already).

2.  Snuggle on the bed beside me, or sit close by.

3.  Talk to me about what I or we have been doing since 
school finished.

����5BML�UP�NF�BCPVU�ZPVS�EBZ��%JE�BOZUIJOH�GVOOZ�IBQQFO 

����"TL�NF�BCPVU�NZ�EBZ��%JE�BOZUIJOH�GVOOZ�IBQQFO 

���8IBU�XBT�UIF�CFTU�UIJOH�BCPVU�UPEBZ 

7.  Talk with me about something I or we watched on TV.

8.  Talk with me about tomorrow or 
the rest of the week:

t��*T�BOZUIJOH�FYDJUJOH�PS�
JOUFSFTUJOH�HPJOH�UP�IBQQFO 

t��"N�*�MPPLJOH�GPSXBSE�UP�
TPNFUIJOH 

t��"N�*�B�MJUUMF�CJU�XPSSJFE�BCPVU�
BOZUIJOH 

What else can we do?
����6TF�AXPX��XPSET��5IFTF�BSF�CJH�XPSET�PS�JOUFSFTUJOH�XPSET�����������

Tell me what they mean if I do not know.

2.  Play games with me, especially some of the more old 
fashioned games like board games and card games.

3.  Play lots of word games with me. These are especially good 
when we are travelling or waiting for something. Here are 
some ideas:

���t���(JWF�B�AXPX��XPSE�JO�B�TFOTJCMF�TFOUFODF�BOE�*�IBWF�UP�HVFTT�
what it means

���t����(JWF�BO�BEKFDUJWF�	EFTDSJCJOH�XPSE
�BOE�UIFO�JO�UVSO�XF�
have to give more that have a similar or opposite meaning

���t���)PX�NBOZ �$BO�XF�öOE �5BLF�UVSOT�CFHJOOJOH�XJUI�
A…B…C… (Boys’ names, girls’ names, animals, countries, 
capital cities, seas and oceans)

1. In the supermarket talk about:

���t��5IJOHT�XF�DBO�TFF

���t�1MBDFT�UIJOHT�DPNF�GSPN

���t�)PX�UIJOHT�IBWF�DIBOHFE�PWFS�UJNF

���t�)PX�ZPV�DIPPTF���

���t��(VFTT�IPX�NVDI�UIJOHT�XJMM�DPTU�BOE�TFF�XIP�XJOT

���t��(VFTT�IPX�NVDI�UIF�öOBM�CJMM�XJMM�CF�BOE�TFF�XIP�XJOT

���t���8IP�QFPQMF�ZPV�TQPLF�UP�BSF�BOE�IPX�ZPV�LOPX�UIFN

2. At the doctors talk about:

���t�/PUJDFT�BOE�QJDUVSFT�PO�UIF�XBMM

���t�8IZ�UIFSF�BSF�NBHB[JOFT�BOE�UPZT

���t��-PPL�BU�B�NBHB[JOF�UPHFUIFS�BOE�UBML�BCPVU�UIF�QJDUVSFT

���t�-PPL�BU�B�TUPSZ�CPPL���SFBE�B�TUPSZ

���t��8IBU�XF�BSF�HPJOH�UP�EP�BGUFS�UIF�TFFJOH�UIF�EPDUPS

3.  Travelling to the supermarket, school and other places, talk 
about:

���t�8IBU�XF�TFF

���t�8IFSF�XF�BSF�HPJOH

���t�8IBU�XF�FYQFDU�UP�TFF�PS�EP

���t�)PX�XF�BSF�GFFMJOH�UPEBZ

���t�8IBU�XF�BSF�MPPLJOH�GPSXBSE�UP

���t�5IJOHT�UIBU�IBWF�IBQQFOFE�JO�UIF�OFXT
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What is BIG Talk?
1.  Big Talk is a part of the school day when we all talk 

in High Level Language.

2.  In Big Talk we use ‘wow’ words (big or interesting 
words) and long, clever sentences.

3.  When we do Big Writing we use our Big Talk 
Language.

When else might we talk?


